Providence Independent, V. 10, Thursday, May 7, 1885, [Whole Number: 516] by Independent, Providence
Ursinus College
Digital Commons @ Ursinus College
Providence Independent Newspaper, 1875-1898 The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville,Perkiomen Valley
5-7-1885
Providence Independent, V. 10, Thursday, May 7,
1885, [Whole Number: 516]
Providence Independent
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/providence
Part of the American Politics Commons, Cultural History Commons, Social History Commons,
and the United States History Commons
Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley at Digital Commons
@ Ursinus College. It has been accepted for inclusion in Providence Independent Newspaper, 1875-1898 by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ Ursinus College. For more information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.
Recommended Citation
Independent, Providence, "Providence Independent, V. 10, Thursday, May 7, 1885, [Whole Number: 516]" (1885). Providence
Independent Newspaper, 1875-1898. 290.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/providence/290
Persistent in the Right; Fearless in Opposing Wrong.
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VICTOR LAFONT.
BY EDWARD. LOCKWOOD RECKARD.
Yictor Lafont paused before the 
swinging gate which led into the little 
flower and vegetable garden surround­
ing a pretty latticed windowed cottage, 
half concealed by running, flowering 
honeysuckle vines from the view of 
those who passed along the quiet country 
road leading to the sleepy miniature 
Norman town of Octeville, a few steps 
beyond, and listened with a lovingsmile 
upon,his parted lips, to the sweet strong 
voice of a young girl somewhere behind 
the vines covering the little low porch.
His happy face belied his heavy heart,' 
for he was to look into the innocent, 
beautiful eyes of the fair singer, and 
tell her the tale she only to well knew, 
for, on the morrow, he would leave her 
to seek his musical education, -and per­
haps fortune in the great city which 
was to him, a vision, a dream. He was 
to go to Paris, to the city where art 
and music; were recognized above all 
things, to carve his way to fame with 
only his bow, and win a place in the 
rank of those with whom he thought he 
belonged. He had genius and courage, 
but they were all'he possessed, and to 
his provincial mind were .sufficient 
weapons with which to meet the grim 
adversary, opposition, and vanquish 
her. Many other men had won the same 
battle ; men who began the struggle as 
lowly and humble as he ; 4hey had risen 
to the top, and he determined to ac­
complish the same end.
The son of a village schoolmaster, he 
had scraped at his cracked old violin 
since he had left his mother's arms, and 
when his father, in a more generous 
mood than was his wont, had given him 
a violin made in the city he was soon 
too see, he thought his cup of happi­
ness was overflowing. Not for an instant 
would he allow it to be out of his sight. 
I t  was his only thought, playmate, and 
besides sweet, gentle Nannette, the 
daughter of Paul Gosselin, the richest 
bo.urgoise of the village, was his only 
companion.
He had never cared to mingle with 
his schoolmates in their idle sports, and 
as soon as his meagre lessons were 
finished, he would clasp his violin to 
his heart and run away to the quiet 
green fields, and there play to himself 
for long hours together, his eyes fixed 
vacantly on the ground before him, and 
his fingers running with never-tiring 
energy over the finger-board. Some­
times, Nannette would steal away with 
him and watch him, her soul in her 
eyes, but the little girl was closely 
guarded by her parents who looked 
upon Yictor as a worthless feliow, in­
capable of earning his bread. His father 
had long abandoned hope of turning 
his set musical inclination, and not 
being a severe nor particularly ambi­
tious man, had wisely seen how futile 
would be an attempt to change the only  
passion the boy possessed. He had, 
therefore, resignedly allowed Yictor his 
way, and while not encouraging the 
lad, for he looked upon music as an 
indifferent pastime, had placed no 
greater obstacle in his path than com­
pelling him to study his simple lessons, 
and remain at home. Great was this 
good parent’s consternation, when one 
day- he discovered divers little rolls of 
manuscript music in Yictor’s hand­
writing, on paper he had procured 
from an itinerant peddler with the few 
sous his father had giveu him, carefully 
stowed away behind a great chest in 
his son’s little garret.
He had from that time given up Yic­
tor’s future as irredeemable, and the 
good man had . deprecatingly thrown 
up his hands, wept a few silent tears, 
and allowed Yictor ever afterward to 
quietly pursue his art.
And thus the years passed, and 
Yictor had now almost attained his 
majority. His father, at last, had con­
cluded to permit him to carry out his 
ardent wish, had given him a few francs 
from his little hoard, and with his 
blessing, forebodingly consented to 
allow him to leave his humble roof, and 
go to the great city which he himself 
had never visited. But Yictor, uncon­
scious of the mountains he had yet to 
climb, had never for a moment thought 
of anything other than success crown­
ing his efforts, and. he little heeded his 
father’s warnings and prophecies.
And now he stood before the little 
gate, waiting for the girl who loved 
him as only her pure, innocent heart 
could love, who had believed in his 
genius as honestly and faithfully as 
she believed the sayings of the good 
old cure, who each Sunday preached a
short Latin sermon in the little village 
chapel. Who had been scolded and 
threatened by her father, rich old Paul, 
because she would steal away from 
home, and meet him clandestinely at 
their trj’St beneath the'great spreading 
oak. She encouraged and urged him 
to leave the dull, unappreciative, though 
kindly people with whom he mingled, 
well-knowing that every word cut her 
fond, loving heart like a cruel knife.
And now he was to see her for the 
last time. That soft summer evening 
was to be -the last they ehould spend 
together-hir-iuany a? long month. He 
was patiently waiting her coming, 
knowing she was guarded by her proud: 
and haughty father as though his pres­
ence. would contaminate her. But love- 
is omnipotent, and laughs at all. ob­
stacles, and the lovers met almost con­
stantly,. and at times when the jailer 
thought his bird was safe from the 
hawk’s clutches.
The song slowly died away, and all 
was silent. Poor Nannette sang to 
keep up her failing heart, for she knew 
that night it would follow, the only one 
she really loved, through his travels 
and trials.
“Yictor,” her loving, low'voice whis­
pered ; her arms stole around his neck, 
while he clasped her to his breast 
fondly. “ I thought you would never 
come. Why did you stay so long. 
Every moment now is so precious.”
“I could leave my father no sooner, 
Nannette. He is sure something will 
befall me before I get half way to 
Paris. Dear old man, he imagines every 
bridge, forest and wall will conceal 
some one thirsting for my life, or more 
especially the few francs I  shall have 
with me. Oh, ¿Nannette, that I have 
to go 1” •
“But you must, Yictor. You will 
soon return home with honors and a 
ribbon like the great Count’s, and then 
my father will look at you, love you, 
because j'ou will have become famous 
and rich. Oh, that I  were poor ! Then 
Yictor, dear Yictor, I would go with 
j’ou. I t rends my heart when I think 
I will not see you for a whole year.” 
Her uplifted eyes grew moist.
“Only a year, Nannette. Why it 
will quickly pass, and perhaps, perhaps 
I will return famous, who knows ? 
And if I succeed I I will fly to Octe­
ville on the. wings of the wind, and 
claim my little captive from her cruel 
jailer.”
“And you are to walk all the way to 
Paris ? Twenty long leagues. I fear 
for your endurance.”
“Not all the way, Nannette. Hector, 
the barber, who has twice made the 
journey, says I can ride on the many 
carts I will meet. But it will not fa­
tigue me. I would walk twice the dis­
tance.”
“Hist 1 I t is my father’s call.” She 
held closer to him, trembling. “You 
must not be seen, lest he would curse 
you, and if he should now, oh, what a 
terrible omen it would be 1 Farewell, 
Yictor. Ah, you' will not forget me, 
not even •for one brief moment. Victor 
my love, my love I”
“Nannette can you say so 1” kissing 
and fondling her tenderly. “ Farewell, 
sweetheart! Look forward to a short 
twelve months and then----- ”
“Fly, fly ; he comes 1 Yictor !”
One lover’s kiss, long and ardent, 
and they parted. Nannette’s father’s 
harsh voice rising in the quiet night 
air, with an execration at her delay. 
* * * * * *
Two years have passed, and Victor, 
now Lafont, the composer, is the talk 
of the gay metropolis. The humble 
schoolmaster’s son in two short years 
had become celebrated. And if the 
opera, which that night was to be pro­
duced for the first time, proved the 
success in the eyes of the public, as in 
his own, the ribbon of the Legion of 
Honor, Nannette so hoped for, would 
hang on his breast.
I t  was the old story, of genius rising 
above all obstacles and finding its level. 
Victor’s talent was natural and inborn. 
I t filled him body, and soul, and he 
knew little else. The notes came to 
him as readily as his letters. He would 
play long hours together and then 
write down the products of his efforts 
in little disconnected passages, por­
traying his present feelings, or some 
scene lie had witnessed, which had 
filled him with overflowing emotion, 
and which he longed to convert into 
music. Again he would add to his 
masterpiece as though inspired.
He had reached Paris, and after a 
few days wandering,-had pleased the 
conductor of an orchestra in one of the 
minor theatres, whom he met in an
accidental way. This man, seeing Vic­
tor’s great talent, had pressed him into 
his orchestra, and greedily kept him 
away from those who would recognize 
the prize he had, and take it away 
from him, so he kept the innocent, 
generous young man for six months, 
producing Victor’s compositions under 
his own name. But one day,, the fraud 
was discovered, and 'Yictor left his 
service,, taking his place in the or­
chestra of tlie Opera Comique. He rose 
from one step to another, and at last 
. left the theatre* to- devote his entire 
time to the opera -.»which 'was to make 
him famous. But his progress was 
nothing wonderful. Only that his genius 
having been given the opportunity, 
had triumphed. Men become sour, and 
abuse the world ; which to their shal­
low minds ought to receive them with 
open arms and lavish its praise upon 
them, because it is too blind to discern 
and .appreciate their genius. Bah I they 
have none. They possess nothing but 
conceit, distorted by their morbid im­
aginations into what they choose to 
call their own greatness.
He had corresponded regularly with 
Nannette, but suddenly her letters' 
ceased, and after waiting patiently 
some weeks, he wrote his fathef for 
information regarding her. The'school­
master’s letter filled him with conster­
nation. Nannette’s father’s ;property 
had been confiscated by the Govern­
ment for alleged participation in a cer­
tain conspiracy, himself and daughter 
banished from the country. Yictor had 
sent on unlimited money, but its use 
had failed to trace them further than 
just beyond the frontier of Russia, and 
there all traces were lost. The shock 
had made him ill for long weeks, though 
he recovered, but ever afterward was 
a changed man. He loved little Nan­
nette honestly, simply, and he had thus 
struggled for fame that he might claim 
her, as well as gratify his ambition, 
and now she was gone forever, to dis­
tant, unknown lands. He buried him- 
selfin liis music that be might forget 
he had ever loved. Vain, futile at­
tempt. He might have tried to forget 
he lived.
And now on that winter’s night he 
was to make an undying name. The 
musical world already well knew him 
through his many minor productions ; 
but little did it realize what his opera 
would be, the result of months hard 
and confining labor.
Yictor stood alone upon the stage of 
the theatre facing the glaring footlights 
and great auditorium with its sea of 
moving hands, handkerchiefs and heads; 
he did not hear the thunders of ap­
plause, the bravos, the cries: “Lafont! 
Lafont!” He stood there dazed and 
bewildered, his face vacant in expres­
sion, and he only mechanically bowed 
recognition of the great honors they 
were bestowing upon him. He cared 
not for the applauding, wild, enthu­
siastic crowd ; he longed that one for 
whom he had thus struggled was there 
to share his triumph, and on this night, 
when all but his crowning success 
should lie forgotten, his mind returned 
to one scene—a little garden gate, with 
a young girl beside it, and Nannette’s 
loving eyes were looking into his; her 
arms were stealing around his neck.
The days passed; Victor was the 
lion of the hour—courted and feted on 
every hand, but he shrank from them, 
the festivities were not congenial to 
him. He preferred the seclusion of his 
study during the day, and at night he 
was at the theatre, aiding and directing 
the production of his opera.
One afternoon, just after the rehearsal 
of another opera by Yictor which was 
shortly to be presented, the famous 
prima donna who sung the principal 
part in that as well as in the other, 
becoming piqued at something, flatly 
refused to sing during the evening. The 
manager hastened to her dressing room, 
pleaded, stormed and supplicated with 
the obdurate sonstress, but her fiery 
blood had-been aroused, she sneeringly 
and contemptuously refused to open the 
delicate valves of her musical throat, 
even though Monsieur la manager acted 
like a madman and shocked her sensi­
tive nerves. No ! she had been greatly 
insulted ; she was a woman who—!—
“Enfer el furies , Madame I you must 
sing. My reputation, m3' name, my— 
my life.is at stake 1 Oh, Diable ! what 
does possess you ?” And the little 
man fairly foamed at the mouth with 
rage.
“Ah 1 Monsieur commands ! He for­
gets himself—who I am. No, no, the 
insult is great—too cutting.”
“Virago ! you coin your insult. Oh, 
why do you find it convenient to com­
mit this folly now ? You are aware 
that Mile. DePu}-, who alone can sing 
the part is too ill to leave her ¿bed. 
What shall I  do ? I am ruined ! I am 
ruined !”
The wounded dove only elevated; her 
fair shoulders and ordered her maid to 
bring her carriage wraps. At that in­
stant Yictor burst into the room, haying 
’ been informed of the scene there en­
acted'. '
“ What trouble is tins ? Sense,” turn­
ing to the manager, wfyo was now livid 
with rage. “Madarfte la diva will not 
sing ? she 'is tired-?- sh$ fe angered'?^-'^ 
“Monsieur Yictor Isi'areastic,” haugh­
tily. *
“Madame think so ? Monsieur Victor 
will not be sarcastic, he will be truth­
ful. Madame cannot sing, she has to  
voice.”
“Wretch !”
“What do you. mean, Monsieur,” 
cried Senac.
“Are not ray words plain ? Madame 
cannot sing ? Then one of the chorus 
shall sing the part.”
“Oh ! that I  live 1” shrieking, “one 
of the chorus ! Monsieur,” to Senac : 
.-‘‘You hear this.insult ?” and she tore 
ifer costly handkerchief into shreds.
|  “ Wait, wait, Monsieur Yictor, be 
not so hasty. Who is this chorus girl?” 
“You dare to ask in my presence ? 
O h! this is too much! Messieurs, stand 
aside. Your chorus girl shall sing your 
opera, and all Paris will weep with 
me.” And she left the room in high 
dudgeon.
“What shall be done. Rash man, you 
have ruined me ! Mon dieu ! my head 
splits ! I am mad 1” -
“Bah 1 Let her weep, let her tear 
her hair. I  have found one who will 
sing it as well as she. Listen, maniac, 
and cease your raving. Mile. Boccoli 
did not appear this afternoon, and her 
understudy sung her part. I  was in the 
front, and her voice more than equaled 
Madame’s. When I reached the stage 
she had* finished and had gone to J»er 
room. We will find her. Come, come."- 
Senac only paced the room, unable 
to comprehend that any singer, unless 
of known reputation, could sing a part 
so difficult. The opera would not be 
produced that night and he would be 
laughed into a death from mortification, 
because a woman twisted him about her 
finger like a ball on a string.
“Where is the girl who sung the part 
of Idalia this afternoon ?” Yictor in­
quired one of the assistant stage mana­
gers.
“Louise.”.
“ I  do not know her name, where is 
she. ”
“I last saw her entering the dressing 
room of the chorus.” .
Yictor hurried toward the stairs 
which led under the stage, where the 
room was situated. As he passed 
through the dark side wings, here and 
there, lighted by a flickering gas jet, 
enclosed in a globular wire screen, he 
hoped she had not left the theatre. 
Were she' still there, she should have 
the honor of singing the principal part 
in the operatic success of the year, and 
if she acquitted herself as well as her 
voice promised, her fortune was made, 
and he would finally sever the contract 
with the diva, so many times previ­
ously broken, and substitute her. He 
thought of parallel cases without num­
ber, how a singer or actor’s future had 
been made in a single night. He was 
anxious, too, to see her, for though he 
bad heard her singing frequentl}’, he 
had never seen her features.
He reached the top of the narrow 
dirty stairs, hardly lighted by the soli­
tary gas jet. A woman was ascending 
them and he stepped aside to let her 
pass. As he did so the light shone 
full on her face, which she turned to­
ward him, for a moment, not knowing 
who he was.
Yictor reeled back against the scen­
ery, his eyes staring as though he saw 
a phantom ; then he started forward 
and caught her arm half roughly in his 
excited grasp.
“Nannette I you here I”
“Ah, Yictor,” drawing away’ from 
him.
“You only now recognize me ?” yet 
she trembled and could hardly control 
her emotion.
“Only now—what do you mean.” 
Where have you been, what are you 
doing here ?
“You do not know? How could you, 
since you never knew me, though you 
have seen me many times. I am one 
of the chorus.”
“I am dreaming ! I  swear I never 
saw you. I  thought you away in Rus­
sia, where I traced you. Nannette,
darlingd I live again after eighteen 
months of misery, worse than death, 
even though in that time I have gained 
my ambition. Sweetheart, oh, why did 
I  not find you before.”
She struggled feebly in his strong 
clasp, then gave away, and amid her 
sobs of joy, told him of her wander­
ings, of her father’s death in Russia. 
How she had journeyed to Paris. 
Searching for him and had found him a 
celebrity. How longing to be near him, 
yet fearing to reveal herself, she had 
applied at the theatre where her voice 
:4vad admitted her.
“And why did you not send for me ; 
send me word when your father was 
banished. I would have flown to 3’ou.” 
“You did not know ? Ah, miser}'. 
I wrote 3'ou telling you all, but the 
letter must have been lost. Yictor, I 
then feared you did not love me 1” 
“Did not love you ? And after all 
that had passed I was ill for weeks 
when I found you had gone forever.” 
“Dear Victor.”
“All the praise I  received fell on deaf 
ears, because you were not near me to 
share them. And because you believed 
I  had forgotten you, you would not 
make yourself known to me ?”
“Your pride was stronger than your 
love, I fear, Nannette.”
“Ah ! yes, I confess it. But we will 
never part now.”
He kissed her in repl3*.
“ Wait for me in the manager’s room, 
for you must leave this place. My 
little wife a chorus singer 1 No ! no 1 
Madame de Rumat has refused to sing 
to-night, and I am seeking a girl named 
Louise, whose voice has attracted my 
attention, yet I know her not. When 
I find her I will join you.”
“Louise ? Yictor, dear, I am Louise 
_1)
“ Great heavens !”
“You do not mean that I  shall sing 
the part ?”
“You are Louise ? And I have heard 
your voice and yet knew not it were 
you? Oh! what a blind fool I have 
been. I was always so. Yes, yes, you 
shall sing to-night, and ever afterward. 
But surely it is all a happy dream.” 
“ Receive my assurances that it is 
not,” kissing him. “I  can sing the part, 
the whole opera, for I  know it all.” 
“When I  wrote it I  thought of you, 
Nannette, and so you will really act 
the part the critics think is an ideal 
creation of my imagination. Alas, that 
my joy comes so late. I  grew to be 
famous, sweetheart, because my abili­
ties and genius are innate and power­
ful, but your love, which a prize above 
all the shallow sycophancy of the world, 
could not be bought with the price I 
paid for fame, and so my heart was 
empty and void of happiness, as is this 
stage to those who play their love tales 
upon it. But you will never leave me 
again, Nannette, not even my sight ?” 
“Never, Victor.”
Nannette sung that night, and Yictor 
watced her from the wings with greater 
agitation than she herself displayed. 
Her naturally sweet voice, showing the 
evidence of cultivation, filled the thea­
tre, and the audience, bewildered and 
enraptured, applauded and called her 
again and again. Sweet Nannette— 
little she dreamt, when in her rural iso­
lation, that she would some day use her 
wonderful gift to the delectation of a 
Paris audience, but she sang for six 
long weeks and then returned with 
Victor to Octeville, to be wedded in the 
little stone chapel by the goqd simple 
old cue, who knew them both in their 
childhood.
Occupations of the People.
Perhaps the most import significant 
information presented by General Fran­
cis A. Walker, superintendent of the 
census of 1880, is what he says about 
the occupations of the people of the 
United States. The census gives the 
number of persons engaged in gainful 
occupations as 11,392,000, or 41.31 per 
cent, of total persons over ten years 
old. These were engaged in the four 
chief lines of occupation as follows: 
Agriculture, 1,610,000; professional and 
personal services, 4,014,000; trade and 
transportation, 1,810,000 ; manufactur­
ing, mechanical and mining industries, 
3,831,000.
In 1810 the number engaged in oc­
cupation was 12,505,000. Of those in 
1880 2,641,000 were women. The num­
ber of persons over ten years of age is
36,161,000 19,369,000 unaccounted for. 
The latter number is about equal to the 
number attending school or physically 
incapable of labor.
The cause shows an increase over 
1810 of about thirty per cent, in popu­
lation, but an increase of thirty-nine 
per cent, in the number engaged in oc­
cupations. This increase in number en­
gaged in occupations over the gaju in 
population is accounted for by the 
growth of the factory system.
The lowest proportion of population 
engaged in occupation is in West Vir­
ginia and Utah, namely, twenty-eight 
per-cent., and the highest in Montana, 
fifty seven per cent. The great grain 
States keep down the proportion of 
bread winners in their boundaries. The 
percentage in the cotton-growing States 
is higher, owing to the w >men and chil- 
dren going to the fields; in the manu­
facturing States the percentage is higher- 
still, owing to the employment of wo­
men and childreh in factories, while in 
the mining States it is highest of all.
Agriculture remains the great occu­
pation of the country, nearly one-half 
of all the laborers being engaged in 
that employment. The mining popula­
tion has increased from 152,000 in 1810 
to 234,000 in 1880. Of all in occupa­
tion, 23.4 per cent, are in professional 
and personal service, which includes 
from the lawyer and judge to the bar­
ber and common drudge. There are
1.889.000 under the head of common 
laborer. The number of clergymen in 
1880 was 64,000 against 43,000 in 1810; 
the number of lawyers 64,000 in 1880,
40.000 in 1810 ; the number of physi­
cians increased during the decade from
62.000 to 86,000. In 1880 there were 
4,800 actors and 12,000 journalists in 
the coutry.
A  Novel Cure for Drunkenness.
In Australia a medical practioner had 
surrendered himself to the demon of 
drink, and his poor little wife found all 
expostulation useless. From morn to 
noon, from noon to dewy eve, whether 
patients crowded his study or left him 
lamenting the dullness of his business, 
it was alike—he was in a state of 
chronic and most pronounced fuddle. 
At length he jocosely promised his bet­
ter half that if she-could once succeed 
in getting him sober he would join the 
Blue Ribbon Army. Shortly afterward 
the medico disappeared from public 
view, and was not seen for nearly a 
week. He then presented a very sober 
and sorry aspect. When questioned he 
explained the cause of his enforced re­
tirement to a confidential friend. After 
a very heavy bout he regained con­
sciousness only to find the soles of his 
feet deprived of their cuticle and left 
raw and sore. No one could afford him 
any explanation of the circumstances, 
and he was left helpless in bed for six 
days without even the consolation of a 
nobbier. He expressed his belief that 
his little woman, in order to keep him 
at home, had during his sleep applied 
strong blisters to his feet of mustard 
and vinegar, and thus placed him com­
pletely in her power.
A  Specimen American Boy.
About four years ago, says a Wash­
ington correspondent, I was much im­
pressed by a young fellow named Geo. 
McClellan, who was the brightest of 
pages. He worked hard all day, did 
extra jobs for Congressmen and attend­
ed night school. He was the sole sup­
port of bis parents and sisters, and 
never did a good, smart, ambitious lad 
more willingly and unselfishly under­
take that labor of love and duty. He at­
tracted the attention of the warmhearted 
eccentric Gabriel Bouck, then a mem­
ber from Wisconsin, who offered to 
take him to Oshkosh and train him to 
the law. The other day I met George 
McClellan, now a handsome, bright-eyed 
intelligent man, v;ho had come to 
Washington, not to seek office, but to 
remove his family to a Western home, 
which he had earned for them. God has 
blessed and will continue to bless this 
noble youth who, in honoring his father 
and mother has honored him. Great 
men are molded out of such boys, and 
if life be spared to me ten years longer 
I expect to read some of the speeches 
of Hon. George McClellan of Wiscon­
sin, who, the then Congressional Direc­
tory will state, rose from poverty to 
deserved wealth and distinction. Such 
young men are the real hope of the re­
public.
Push.
If  there was more push in the world 
there would be fewer hungry, half 
clothed, homeless, suffering children, 
fewer broken-down, dissipated men and 
women; less need of almshouses, 
houses of correction and homes for the 
friendless.
Push means a lift for a neighbor in 
trouble. Push means a lift for your­
self out of the slough of despondency 
and shiftlessness, out of trouble, real 
or fancied. Push never hurts anybody. 
The harder the push the better, if it is 
given in the right direction. Always 
push up-hill—few people need a push 
down hill. Don’t be afraid of your 
muscles and sinews; they were given 
you to use. Don’t be afraid of your 
hands; they were ment for service. 
Don’t be afraid of what your compan­
ions may say. Don’t be afraid of your 
conscience; it will never reproach yon 
for a good deed—but push with all 
your heart, might and .soul, whenever 
you see anything or anybody that will 
be better for a good, long, strong, de­
termined push.
Push! I t is just the word for the 
grand, clear morning of life ; it is just 
the word for strong arms and young 
hearts; it is just the word for a world 
that is full of work as this is. I f  any­
body is in trouble, and you see it, don’t 
stand back, push!
If there is anything good being done 
in any place where you happen to be, 
push!
W hat the Moon is Doing to the 
Earth.
The tides are caused mainly by the 
moon, as it were, catching hold of' the 
water as the earth revolves around on 
its axis. This must cause friction on 
the earth as it revolves, and friction, as 
every one knows, causes loss of power. 
Suppose a wheel, with hair round its 
rim, like a circular brush such as is 
used for hair-brushing by machinery; 
if this brush be revolving rapidly, and 
we hold our hand ever so lightly on 
the hair, so that it is slightly rubbed 
backward as the wheel revolves, we 
can understand that the speed of the 
wheel will be gradually diminished, un­
til at last it will be brought to a stand­
still, provided there is no additional 
power communicated to the wheel by 
machinery or hand beyond what was 
given to set it a spinning round. There 
is reason to suppose that the action of 
the tides is slowly but surely lessening 
the day, and that this action will con­
tinue until the earth revolves on its 
own axis in the same time that the 
moon takes to revolve round the earth. 
Then the day, instead of being twenty- 
four hours as now, will be about twenty- 
eight days, and the earth will be ex­
posed to the full blaze of the sun for 
about fourteen days a t a time. The 
change this will bring about on the 
face of the earth Can hardly be exagger­
ated. All life, both animal and vege­
table, will be destroyed; all water will 
be evaporated; the solid rocks will be 
scorched and cracked, and the whole 
world reduced to a dreary and barren 
wilderness. I t  is supposed by some 
that the moon has already passed 
through all this, hence its shattered' 
and bare looking surface. That the 
earth, being so much larger, has more 
quickly acred upon the oceans which 
once were upon the moon’s surface, and 
stopped almost entirely its revolution 
round its own axis, thus causing it to 
have a day equal to twenty-eight of 
our da3'S, and the heat of the sun has 
already done to it what in future ages 
it will do to the earth.—Harper's 
Weekly.
To Mothers and Daughters,
There is a lack of industrial training 
among girls, seen quite as often in 
families of moderate means as among 
the wealth}'. I t  is a great mistake that 
so many girls are taught nothing about 
the “practical duties and serious cares 
of life. “All women,” says one, “should 
have a practical knowledge of manual 
labor. To know how to cook,'sew, 
care for the sick, etc., should form a 
part of every thorough education. To 
attain a symmetrically developed wo­
manhood, there must be industry, 
thoroughness in study and work, and 
self-reliance in thought and act.” Moth 
ers, take a little . time from the work 
and worry, or the fashionable idleness 
of your daily life, and examine the 
training your daughters are receiving 
at your hands. Remember you are 
stamping upon their white souls im­
pressions which neither time nor eter­
nity can efface. Girls, if the, experi­
ence of early womanhood has shown 
you grave defects in your childhood’s 
training, earnest, persistent efforts will 
do much to remedy the evil. Be strong 
in thought and deed; dare to follow 
right and your own good sense, whether 
fashion thus decrees or not.—Philadel­
phia Call.
Providence Independent.
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It is intimated in a quiet way that 
onr Pennsylvania Legislature might 
adjourn and quit doing nothing.
General Grant continues getting 
better, and his throat looks more fav­
orable. He has been working on his 
book.
For the time being the Russian bear 
and the English lion are trying to ca­
ress each other. Last week the com­
mencement of a bloody war was daily 
expected. Now England and Russia 
are endeavoring to peacefully settle 
the difficulties existing between them.
T he epidemic fever, said to be of a 
typhoid nature, is still raging at Ply­
mouth, near Wilkesbarre, this State. 
No less than sixty deaths have been 
caused by the disease which shows no 
signs of abatement. The authorities 
of the town have asked for and are re­
ceiving contributions of money for the 
relief of the distressed from various 
sections of the State. The disease is 
said to have been caused by impure 
drinking water.
The Mormon leaders have issued a 
manifesto against the Edmund’s law. 
I t  is a sad and bitter wail against the 
powers that be, but it will fail to con­
vince anybody that polygamy is right­
eousness. Polygamy is in opposition 
to the opinions of the people of this 
country, and these opinions have be­
come a law, and the law must, sooner 
or later, be obeyed. The Mormons 
must give up their polygamous idol— 
either out of jail or in jail. I t  will 
come to that by and by.
T hree thousand people witnessed 
the unveiling of the Poe memorial in 
the Museum of Art in Central Park, 
New York, Monday afternoon. Men 
of letters, men of science and others 
prominent in society were present. The 
memorial is a life-size marble figure, 
loosely draped, holdings marble wreath 
over the bronze medallion of Poe. The 
medallion is affixed to a while marble 
tablet, and the whole stands upon a 
huge block of granite.
A tenement house fire in New York 
Sunday morning destroyed a number 
of lives. There was but one avenue of 
escape and that was occupied by the 
fire before the tenants knew they were 
in danger. On Tuesday a large fac­
tory building in Brooklyn fell down 
causing the loss of an indefinite num­
ber of lives. The owners were en­
deavoring to prop up the building at 
the time, and had given the operatives 
no notice to quit the building. All 
that is necessary to prevent disasters 
in the future, of the kind described, is 
for the authorities to hang a few build­
ing contractors and owners of death 
traps in New York and Brooklyn.
Two attendants of the Hospital for 
the Insane at Norristown, Alexander 
Steele and William H. Turnbull, have 
been charged by a Coroner’s jury with 
causing the death of Theodore P. 
Ca9tor, a pay patient of Frankford, 
aged 41 years. During Monday Castor 
was wild and excited, although it is ad­
mitted he was not violent. Monday 
night he was found dead in bed. His 
body bore marks of violence, and the 
attendants named above are charged 
with having caused his death. This is 
the second instance of inhuman bru­
tality that resulted* in death, at the 
Norristown Asylum. I t  was never in­
tended that Asylums should be human 
slaughter-houses. It may become ap­
parent, afterwhile, that the Norristown 
Institution is miserably mismanaged.
P resident Cleveland is not moving 
fast enough to suit the Democratic 
politicians,—the seekers after spoils. 
Even prominent democrats, who are 
not disposed to care a great deal for 
official patronage, are demanding that 
the President shall turn out of office 
the incompetent and undeserving with­
out further delay. A Washington 
correspondent to a Philadelphia paper 
says:—“Day after day since the gov­
ernment passed into new hands, loaded 
with pledges of reform, those who for 
years have been observers of these ob­
jectionable characters in the service 
have seen them still in their old places 
and no prospect of them going. There 
have been some changes, but they have 
been as frequently by turning out offi­
cials against whom the worst that 
could be charged was that they were 
Republicans and against whose char­
acters or qualifications not a word 
could be said. Why such men have 
been turned out and others against 
whom enough could be said by a crowd 
of witnesses to justify instant dismissal 
been retained, who can tell ?”
T he monthly United States Treasury 
statement, made up to the first of May, 
show!, when compared with that of 
last month, a loss of nearly $1,000,000 
of gold, a gain of about $6,000,000 in 
silver, $1,000,000 in United States 
notes, $12,000 in national bank notes, 
and a loss of $2,600,000 in national 
bank deposits. The President has ap­
pointed Judge William M. Merrick, of 
Maryland, one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of the District of Col­
umbia, to succeed Judge Wylie, retired. 
Mr. Hazen, Third Assistant Postmaster- 
General, has given the Postmaster- 
General a detailed statement of the 
result of the reduction from three to 
two cents in the rate of postage on 
domestic letters, which went into effect 
on October let, 1883. The loss was 
estimated the first year at $8,000,000. 
The statistics show that it was half a 
million dollars less than that sum.
A Louisville express train bound for 
Chicago stopped at Harrodsburg, Inch, 
for water, on the night of April 29th. 
While there, a tramp got on board, and 
when the train was again in motion the 
baggage-man and express messenger 
were attacked by him, and, after killing 
the messenger, he compelled the bag­
gage-man to open the safe. He took 
about $2,000 from it and then turned 
and shot the baggage-man in the head, 
fatally wounding him. The robber 
picked up his things, and as the train 
was slowing up, he jumped off and es­
caped.
Gen. I rvin McDowell died on Tues­
day in San Francisco, in the sixty- 
seventh year of his age. For some two 
years he has been an invalid, and during 
the last few weeks his debility has been 
extreme, so that demise has been con­
stantly expected. He was an intelligent 
and accomplished man, a gentleman and 
a soldier of spotless honor and. unim­
peachable patriotism. His best known 
service was the command of the Union 
army at the battle of Bull Run ; and 
had he succeeded there, he would un­
doubtedly have played a great part in 
the affairs of this country. But while 
fate was against him in that contest, it 
cannot truthfully be said that the 
calamity of the day was due to him. 
He served creditably throughout the 
civil war, but he was not again intrusted 
with an important independent com­
mand. After the contest was over he 
commanded in various departments, in 
New York, in the South,' and on the 
Pacific, until he was retired from the 
active service in 1882. Since then he 
has resided in San Francisco.
OUR W A SH IN G T O N  L E T T E R .
W ashington, D. C., May 5, 1885.
The scramble for office, through even 
the intricate mazes of a civil service 
commission, is a little more intense 
and earnest than ever before in the 
history of office-hunting. The applica­
tions are so much in excess of the 
number of persons needed for Govern­
ment Service, that it will take a matter 
of thirty years to create vacancies 
enough to meet the supply. The com­
mission very properly announces that 
it does not wish to be held responsible 
for the multitudinous disappointments 
that will necessarily follow the demands 
of the clamorous throng.
The mo9t expiert counters of money 
in the Treasury are women, and the 
women in the Treasury as detectors 
of counterfeit money, have no equals 
in this country or any other. The 
women in the several departments of 
the Government, no matter in what 
capacity they are employed, devote 
more hours to the service than do the 
men, while they perform their work 
equally well. These are facts that 
among many other facts the commis­
sion appointed to investigate the de­
partments will do well to consider, 
before it reports in favor of elimin­
ating the female element from the 
clerical force in the departments.
The Director of the Mint tells a 
flattering tale about the gold and silver 
productions of the country for' the 
year past, and, what must be very 
encouraging to the silver men, exhib­
its figures showing a product of silver 
in excess of gold to the value of nearly 
twenty millions dollars. In favor of the 
continued coinage of silver, is the 
fact that we exported almost seven­
teen millions of dollars of that metal, 
which takes about one half of the 
monthly coinage required by law. The 
value in full of the silver product was 
$48,800,000, while that of gold was 
$30,800,000, in both of which products 
there was an increase over the yield of 
the preceding year. The exports of 
gold bullion amounted to the insignifi­
cant sum of $115,000, a facts which 
speaks volumes for the importance of 
the domestic demand for the precious 
metal to be used in the arts and manu­
factures at home.
The consolidation of the Central 
Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroad 
systemâ, only tightens the grasp of a 
monopoly that at the same time seeks 
to get the better of the Government 
by defrauding it out of the Central 
Pacific subsidy. This combination, 
it seems, is brought about under a 
law of Kentucky, authorizing the char­
ter of the “Southern Pacific Company,” 
and sets at naught the law which pro­
hibits consolidation of these great 
companies, by conferring authority 
to lease them for ninty-nine years. If 
there is any way of whipping his Satanic 
Majesty around the stump that these 
fellows cannot discover, they seem to 
have ample facilities for getting help 
in that direction. Spot,
Letter From Georgia.
T iiomasville, April 30th 1885.
E ditor I ndependent :—Since you 
have been so faithful in sending me 
news, from your town and neighbor­
hood, every week, since I left that 
frozen region, I  will show my appre­
ciation of your favors by sending you 
a few fragments of news from this 
warmer clime. When I  shall have 
lived here twelve months, I may be 
able to say more about the climate. I 
have now spent my second winter-here, 
and do not hesitate to say that the win­
ters here, (wijth a few exceptional days) 
are delightful. Last year when I  left 
here for the north, (on the 28th of 
March), I was told that the Season 
was about two weeks later than usual. 
I find by comparing this season with 
that of last year we are three weeks 
later still. This would take five weeks 
from our long summer in two years. 
By this we see the effect the last two 
unusual severe winters in the north 
have had upon our climate in the 
South. Last Saturday (25) was Deco­
ration day in the South. A few of us 
who preferred to  show our patriotism 
in a different way, made up a fishing 
party, to go to lake Iamonee, Fla., 
twenty miles south of this place. Ac­
cordingly we hired a four-mwfe team 
and colored driver from the livery. 
The party was made up of three ladies 
and five gentlemen, a negro cook ’ and 
driver, ten in all. Add to this a lot of 
fish poles, baskets of provisions; etp., 
and you have the picture. We left 
Thomasville about 2 a. m. I t  being 
moonlight, and cool, made the ride 
very pleasant. At about six o’clock 
we passed the yellow pine post which 
marks the line dividing Georgia and 
Florida, about fifteet^ miles south of 
Thomasville. At about eight o’clock 
we reached the bank of the beautiful 
lake. The road leading from T. Ga., 
to lake I., Fla., is through a pine for­
est with only here and there a neglected 
plantation. Lake I. is in the midst of 
a forest or nearly so. The water is 
very clfiar and is good drinking water. 
I t  is said to abound in fish, and alli­
gators. I f  I am allowed to- give my 
experience, I must say that I saw some 
fish in the water, but did not,catch any.
I  saw the carcass of an alligator, but 
did not see a live one. In catching 
fish the whole party fared alike, 
but several saw a live alligator and a 
large snake but failed to capture either. 
Now don’t begin to laugh till I finish 
my speech,i then perhaps you won’t 
feel like laughing, because you got no 
fish. When steel hooks failed I never 
knew silver hooks to fail. Some of the 
natives who I suppose spend most of 
their time fishing could say gleefully, 
“ I t ’s an ill wind that blows no one 
good” while they found ready sale for 
their fish and we kept Sam Bunyun, 
our cook, busy over the frying pan for 
about an hour and we had a rousing 
fish dinner after all. After rowing, 
sleeping on the bank of the lake, and 
enjoying ourselves in various ways we 
started for T. at 5 where we arrived at
II  p. m. A pleasant m oonlight trip
had we. J. Z. Gotwals.
Camp Meetings and Skating Rinks.
From the Philadelphia Times.
An esteemed Pennsylvania contem­
porary, apparently possessed with more 
paganism than reverence, suggests that 
the moral reformers of the State ought 
to raid the camp meetings rather than 
the rinks. I t  is said that the rinks at 
least keep the Sabbath, while the camp 
meetings even sin in this particular.
To persons of any religious fervor 
such a comparison will naturally appear 
offensive. And it should not be forgot­
ten that while rinks are run confessedly 
for money making and pleasure and 
are often purposely used to further 
vice, camp meetings at least profess to 
have the moral good of their attendants 
at heart and some people claim that 
much good is accomplished at such 
meetings.
It must be confessed that the-liberties 
and license allowed between young 
people at camp meetings frequently 
verge on the dangerous side of social 
morality and a good many earnest 
parents will not allow their children to 
attend such places. The way of common 
sense in both cases seems to be to run 
skating rinks like any other respectable 
place of amusement and to make camp 
meetings less and less places for pro­
miscuous .social herding and more and
pears to have-broken out with renewed 
virulence. The names of the dead are: 
Mrs. Warner Moss, aged thirty-eight; 
Alice, daughter of Rev. Mr. Jenkins ; 
Thomas Davis, aged thirty-eight, mar­
ried ; William Hance, who died in 
New Jersey, whither he had removed 
after taking, the sickijess ; William 
Royer, forty-two, married ; Miriam, 
daughter of D. L. Richards; a daughter 
of Andrew Harris ; Robert McTigue, 
aged twenty-seven ; John T. Barry, 
aged thirty,-married. The inpreased 
death-rate has created a despondent 
feeling among the inhabitants of the 
plague-stricken town and they are 
looking forward in dismay to the future. 
The doctors say the worst is to come.
Inoculation to Prevent Cholera.
M adrid , Spain, May 4.— Several 
people in Valencia are being inoculated 
with cholera virus. The results are 
being closely watched -by doctors and 
scientists. The inoculation produces a 
tumor on the patient, - who becomes 
seriously prostrated from the effects in 
about twenty-four hours, but generally 
recovers entirely within forty-eight 
hours after the operation. All the prov­
inces of Spain have sent doctors to 
Valencia to study this system. I t  is 
generally believed that the experiments 
already made have established the suc­
cess of the system ofcholera inoculation.
Interesting Paragraphs.
Oatmeal, long considered a good 
article of diet in dyspepsia, is believed 
by many physicians to be a prolific 
cause of that affection. Dr. Bartholow 
says that Carlyle suffered greatly from 
dyspeptic symptoms, which were in­
variably aggravated after eating oat­
meal.
There is now living in Pickens coun­
ty, Georgia, a man who during the 
rebellion donned his wife’s dress, kept 
his face clo.sely shaved and wore a big 
sun bonnet, in order to avoid being 
conscripted and sent to the front. The 
officers in search of recruits frequently 
visited thp house and asked his wife 
where her husband was, and at the 
very moment lie could be seen working 
in. the field in female garb. By the 
time he had worn out seven of his 
wife’8 dresses he became tired of mas­
querading, enlisted and became a good 
soldier.
A Mexican historian makes a new 
attempt to show that America was dis­
covered in the.fifth century, A. D., by 
a party of Buddhist monks from 
Afghanistan, of whom one, Hwui Shan, 
returned to Asia after an absence of 
forty-one years. A short account of 
the land which he visited, supposed to 
be Mexico, was incladed in the official 
history of China. There is proof that 
Hwui Shan actually visited some un­
known Eastern region, and the tradi­
tions of Mexico contain an account of 
the arrival of monks. »
A well-to-do citizen of Windham 
county, Conneoticut, shortly before his 
decease sent for a lawyer to make his 
will. His wife and daughter watched 
proceedings. After generously provld- 
ing for them(the sick man directed the 
lawyer to designate $500 to his aged 
sister, who was needy. The wife and 
daughter remonstrated angrily. Quietly 
the sick man said : “Make it $1000 
for my sister.” Another protest from, 
the grasping pair. “Make it $1500, 
’Squire,” coolly said the legator. “You 
shall not 1’’ shouted the women. “Make 
it $2000,” said the will maker serenely, 
and here the ladies concluded to hold 
their tongues. The lawyer kept the 
secret for years, but gradually it leaked 
out as a warning to the selfish of all 
classes and sexes.;
A Pittsburg writer makes the asser­
tion that in fifty years, or perhaps in 
half that time, coal will not be carried 
from the mines.to its place of destina- 
tion’in bullí’, 1)111 only its actual heat 
energy will be transported, and that 
by wire, a process which, he says, can 
be accomplished by converting the coal 
into heat, th e ’heat into motion, and 
the motion into electricity ; a storage 
battery a Cincinnati would take it up 
as fast as generated at the mines, and 
from this battery it could be taken and 
converted back into motion or heat, 
or changed into light.
Philadelphia Produce Market.
LEOPOLD.
Now is your time to buy Muslins. They are 
being sold cheaper by us than we ever heard of 
before.
Good yard wide unbleached 0)4 cents.
Fine yard wide Bleached 7 cent«.
Fruit of Loom 8 cents.
Better than Fruit 9 cents.
Muslin which was recently 12)4 now 10 cents.
Extra Quality Pillow Case 12)4 cents.
Extra good full width Sheetings, bleached and 
unbleached, 25 cents.
Tickings are cheaper than ever, from 10 cents 
to 25 cents.
These prices cannot last long, and this is why 
we say buy muslins now.'
Good fast color Ginghams 6)4 cents. -
Thousands of yards best 8c. Calicoes at 6)4 
cents in good styles and light or dark colors.
Extra fine Striped Shirtings 10 cents.
We have the cheapest Table Linens, Napkins 
and Towelings we ever offered. A bargain in 
Toweling 3)4 cents.
Our stock of Cloths and Cassimeres is the 
largest in Pottstown, and to reduce the quantity 
we will give bargains to all wishing a suit of 
clothes.
New Dresj Goods for early Spring wear have 
come in, and among them are some Shoodas and 
other cloths cheaper#than ever before.
Tou should see our new One Dollar Silks. 
They beat the best we’ve found in any former 
season at that price.
New stamped goods and fancy ornaments, 
tidies, covers, splasher rods, banner rods, trim­
mings, &c., at very low prices, ju s t opened at.
HOWARD LEOPOLD’S.
Pottstown, Pa.
SPE C IA L
- SPRING OPENING -
—IN—
D R E SS GOODS
PLAIDS—An Elegant Assortment.
TRICOT CLOTHS—Ail the New Styles.
Cireil Cashmeres, Black Caine»,
Elegant line in all grades, and all the leading 
New Spring Goods.
A full line just received direct from the manu­
facturer, for Ladles and Children, all sizes 
and prices. A large variety of Muslin 
Underwear for ladies and children.
MORGAN W RIG H T,
Keystone Dry Goods Store*
Main St., [opp. Public Square] Norristown, Pa.
C O L L E G E V IL L E  
GRIST AND
MERCHANT MILLS !








&c., &c. Grists ground promptly. By strict 
attention to business and fair dealing I hope to 
merit a liberal share of the public’s patronage.
ED W A R D  PAIST,
apr.9-tf. Successor to S. T. Wagner
F A R M E R S  !
I desire to bring to tbe attention of Farmers, 
L. L. CROCKER’S AMMONIATED BONE
D O W I s T  I H D O W IsT I
-TO—
ROCK BOTTOM PRICES
MY ENTIRE STOCK, CONSISTING OF 
D R Y  GOODS, G roceries,
Wood, w are. W illow  ware.
Boots and Shoes, Faints & Oils, &c., &c., See.
I  would call particular attention to my flue stock of CASSIMERES & SUITINGS, for all sizes and 
ages, rich as well as poor. I  can suit you. Will make suits at all prices, or any style and 
any price reasonable, and guarantee satisfaction. My stock of Shoes is large, and 
I  can show you a good line of Ladies’, Gentlemen’s and Children’s Shoes.
All I  ask of my patrons is to call and examine my Stock, and oblige,
J O S E P H  O . G O T W A L S ,
F I R O ^ T T I D E l S r O E  S Q U U A - I R E  S T O R E .
-A . C H A N  GKE3 ;
The world is ever changing—from one season 
to another, and all the while the people are 
changing to o ; from bad to good, good to bad, 
had to better, or from worse to worse still. But, 
we must change the subject. You purchase 
store goods, now and then ? Certainly, you do ! 
Weil, the best quality of goods and the lowest 
prices can be had at G. F. Hunsicker’s Store. 
Full stock of Fall and Winter Goods on hand. 
A good, wide, all-wool, black Cashmere at 50 cts. 
i t  is strictly all wool and cannot be beaten in the 
county. Dress Goods, 6 cents up. Ladies’ and 
Children’s Shoes in large assortment, very cheap. 
Freed’s celebrated Men’s Boots. Come and see 
our floor oil-cloth—good stock on hand. Hose 
for men, women and children at greatly reduced 
prices. Men’s red underwear, cheap. Bed 
Blankets, excellent quality, low prices. A nice 
line of stitT hats for fall and winter—our own 
make. Everything kept in a thoroughly stocked 
store a t bottom prices. We want to merit your 
continued patronage by giving you the full 
worth of your money every time. We want 
to make qnicfc sales and small profits, and we 
want to “ live and let live,”  no matter who is 
President of the United States.
G. F. HUNSICKER, 
Ironbridge P. O. Rahn Station, Pa. •
P0L L E G E V IL L E  flRUG ¡¡TORE
—NOW IS THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR GAPS IN YOUR POULTRY BY USING THE—
ANTI-GAP M IXTURE !
POULTRY POWDER* for Cholera and kindred diseases in poultry . 
LINIMENT* for Sprains* Burns* Rheum atism  &c.
n V E E T - A U L c U I C  D I S H S T F E C T I N G  P O W D E R ,  
The Cheapest and Best. PU RE PA LM  SOAP.
TO ILE  T  AND F A N C Y  A R T IC L E S .
& ?PPU RE DRUGS AND SPIC ES A S P E C IA L IT Y .
PATENT MEDICINES IN GREAT VARIETY, KEPT IN STOCK.
Joseph W . Culbert, D ruggist,
-L A R G E S T  S T O C K  0 F -
SPRING AND
SUMMER CLOTHING
----- AT THE STORE OF-----
HEBMA3J WETZEL,
66 & 68 Main Street [opposite Music Hall] NORRISTOW N, PA.
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING IN GREAT YARIETY.
COLLEGEVILLE
B A K E R Y  !
E N T E R P R I S E
MARBLE WORKS!
Royersford* Montgomery Co. Pa.
more places of unusual religious strict­
ness, or else give them up altogether.
They Can Repent at Leisure.
Fi.oue.
Pennsylvania Extra Family 
Western* Extra 
Rye Flour
4 25 @ 4 50 
3 50 @ 3 87)4 
8 8714 @ 4 00
J. H. RICHARD, Prop’r.
would announce to my friends and the public, 
that I  am now prepared to furnish all kinds ol 
Marble Work, at reasonable prices.
BONUBENTS ani TOBBSTOK,
From the Des Moines Register.
Yesterday Miss Mary Shoemaker, a 
pretty miss with a merry laugh and a 
pretty figure that is the perfection of 
grace, came into Mr. Lorenz F. Bish­
op’s bakery to buy some fresh rolls, 
and she looked at the young baker in 
such an irresistible way that he was 
quite beside himself with admiration.
“Miss Shoemaker,” said he, “you 
look so pretty that I  have half a mind 
to go right with you and get married.”
“I  never refuse a dare,” said the 
pretty girl, with flushing cheeks and 
eyes that sparkled with a rogueish light.
“Well, shall I go and get my coat 
and go and get a license ?”
“ If you want to, you maj’, and I ’ll 
go with you, too.”
The young man’s face sobered down 
a little, but he went and got his coat.
“Do you still want to go ?” he gently 
inquired.
“ Why, I  thought it was you that 
wanted to go,” said the maiden hesi­
tatingly.
“Well, I do, but I thought may be 
you would give it up.”
“If that’s all, we’ll go,” was the 
reply.
Lorenz was caught, and he had the 
good sense to see it. They went to the 
County Clerk and got a license, and 
before the sun set they were married.
The Plague Increasing in Plymouth.
W ilkesbarre, Penna., May 4.—The 
people of Plymouth are now thoroughly 
alarmed. The death-rate to-day was 
I inoreased eleven, and the epidemic ap­
CUt.UN.
Red Wheat ' 1 14 @ 1  15
Corn • * • - 59 @ 59)4
Oats 42)4 @ 43
Rye 71
SEE D S.
Clover S%®  9)4
Flaxseed 1 50 @ 1 53
Timothy % @ 1 75
P R O V IS IO N S .
Mess Pork 13 50 @14 00
Mess Beef 18 50 @14 00
Dried Beef 13 00 @14 00




Pickled Shoulders ß)4@ 6J4
Lard 6)4@ 7
Philadelphia Hay Market.
Phii.adei.p a ia. May 2, 1885.
Prime Tjjnothy Hay per 100 pounds 1 15@1 25 
Mixed '  “  “  1 00@1 15
Straw per 100 pounds, 1 10@1 20
Philadelphia Cattle Market.
The arrival oflive» stock at the different yards 
for the week : 3,300 Beeves, 7,000 Sheep, 5,500 
Hogs.
Beef Cattle were active at 4a6)4e.
Fat Cows were demoralized at 2)4a4c.
Milch Cows were dull at $25a$50.
Veal Calves were inactive and lower,at 4a6c. 
Sheepweredull at Salic. Lambs, 4a7)4c.
Hogs were in fair request at 6)4a6)4c.
Xj^OR SALE!
A Two-Story Frame Building, 16x24, in Wor­
cester township, on farm of D. Roberts. The 
building is in - good condition. For further in­
formation apply to M. O, ROBERTS,
Collegeville, Pa.
which stands high in commercial value; is not 
injurious to plant germs, and is equal to any in 
the market in ammonia* blood and bone phos­
phate. I t is one of the best phosphates now used. 
I  also recommend very highly the ALLENTOWN 
COMPLETE
BONE PHOSPHATE !
for the Potato crop. I t  has given complete satis­
faction. I t  also did well on corn and grain. In 
connection with these valuable fertilizersl will sell 
a SUPERIOR GUANO, which will analyze 5 to 7 
per cent, in ammonia. Price $45 delivered on 
the cars in Philadelphia. For further particulars 




—BUTCHER, AND DEALER IN THE BEST—
BEEF,=
V E A L ,-
=M U T T 0N ,=
Visits Collegeville, Trappe, and vicinity on Tues­
day, Thursday aud Saturday mornings of each 
week. Thankful to the public for past favors he 




Fresh Bread* Rolls &c.*
EVERY MORNING.
IC E  C R E A M !
Different flavors, during the Season now open­
ed. Parties, Pic-Nies and weddings supplied at 
short notice, on reasonable terms.
J. M. Albertson & Sons.,
B A N K E R S ,  
Norristown, Pa.
Interest Paid on Deposits.
M O N EY TO LO AN .
STOCKS »» BONDS
BO U G H T AND SOLD.
£E W IS  WISMER,
Practical S later I
Collegeville Pa. On and after Aprial 1st 1885, 
the undersigned will be located at Collegeville, 
where he will keep on hand all kinds of slate of 
the very best quality; also Felt Rooffing which is 
guaranteed to out-wear any shingle or tin roof 
-—price, $3.00 per square. All orders for slate 
or felt roofing promptly attended to.
The best 81atington Slate $5 per square. Chap­
man slate $6 per square. 
mar,194f LEWIS WISMER,
Of Italian or American Marble or Granite, In 
the finest and latest designs.
GALVANIZED RAILINGS,
For Enclosing Burial Lots, of different descrip­
tions. Particular attention paid to Mar­
ble Work, for the bases of
B UILD IN GS, S T E P S , S IL L S , E T C ., ETC .
All work Guaranteed to give Satisfaction, and 
put up in a workmanlike manner. Any design 
furnished desired on Monuments or Tombstones. 
Work can be seen at the yard, or the different 
Cemeteries in the neighborhood, that has been 
turned out at tbe E n terprise  Works. Call and 
see me, and get prices. My expenses are low; 
therefore I  can sell accordingly. My motto: 
“Low prices and fa ir dealings,
RESPSCTFU LL  7,
D. Theo. Buckwalter.
June8-ly.





!! LADIES FIN E SH O ES!!
-  —AT THE—
COLLEGEVILLE SHOE STORE !
Remarkable both In quality and price. 
Take an early opportunity to examine 
them. A full stock of boots and shoes, 
for men women and children always on h*nd.
Providence Independent
Thursday, May 7, 1885.
TERMS:—81.25 PER YEAR, IN ADVANCE.
—The commencement exercises of 
Ursinus College will be held on the 22d, 
23d, 24th, and 25th of June.
This paper has a larger circulation 
in this section o f the county than any 
other paper published. As an adver­
tising medium the “ Independent” ranks 
among the most desirable papers, 'having 
a, large and steadily increasing' circula 
tion in various localities throughout the 
county.
It is the aim o f the editor and pub­
lisher to make the “ Independent” one o f  
the best local and general newspapers 
in the county, or anywhere else, and to 
this end we invite correspondence from  
every section.
PERKIOMEN RAILROAD.
We publish the following schedule gratuitously 
for the convenience of our readers.
Passenger trains leave Collegevill Station as 
follows :
F O B  P H IL A D E L P H IA  A N D  PO IN T S  SO U TH .
M ilk.......................................................... 6.47 a. m.
Accommodation.............  8.07 a. m.
M arket...................................................  1.25 p. m.
Accomodation.. ......................................4.42 p. m.
FO B  A L L E N T O W N  A N D  P O IN T S  N O R T H  A N D  W E ST ,
Mail......... . : ......... .......................... . .  .7.17 a. m.
Acçomodation......................   9.14 a. m.
M arket..................... 3.13 p. m.
Accommodation.............................  .6.41 p. m.
S SU N D A Y S— SO U TH .
Milk.............; ..............: .......... ...............6.56 a. m.
Accomodation.................... - .................. 4.59 p. m.
N O R T H .
Accommodation..................................  9.33 a.m .
Milk......................................................... 5.53p. m.
communications, business or 
otherwise, transmitted to us through the 
mails, to receive immediate attention, 
must be directed to Gollegeville, P. 0., 
hereafter.
Home Flashes and Stray Sparks 
From Abroad.
—Now and then we experience a little 
difficulty in catchiDg on to the first 
flash. To know just how to begin 
something is the biggest half of many 
a job. We will start this time by quo­
ting a bit of poetry from the Boston 
Courier:
“ When lovely woman throws a rock, 
A contumacious hen to scare,
I t  gives th’ artistic eye a shock 
To mark her attitude and air,
But be not to your danger blind,
If you should be beside her then;
At once a place of safety find,
That is to say, stand near the hen.”
•—Beaver & Shellenberger, the enter­
prising store merchants of Trappe, will 
make an interesting announcement next 
week.
• —Proprietor Gross is making vari­
ous improvements at his Gollegeville 
Hotel. The bar room has been floored 
anew and the sides of the same wains- 
cotted. J. T. Miller had charge of the 
carpenter work.
—The Ursinus Bulletin for May has 
just been issued. I t  is filled with in 
teresting reading matter.
—Rev. N. B. Grubb, and family, are 
in town, the guests of Mr. Joseph Gott- 
schall. Mr. Grubb is the President of 
the semi-annual Mennonite Conference 
of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
now in session at Schwenksville.
'—A. J. Major, not 0. J. Major, is the 
name of our Florida correspondent.
—Two hundred and fifty shares have 
already been taken in the Perkiomen 
Valley Building and Loan Association
—116 head of cows were sold at the 
Fountain Inn Hotel, Trappe, during 
the month of April.
—Elmer E. Conway, the fancy boot 
and shoe maker, this place, advertises 
his card elsewhere. Elmer does good 
work.
—The annual statement of the accounts 
of the Supervisors of Upper Providence 
is published in another column.
—Harvey Peterman, a member and 
president of the Limerick Square Cor­
net band, has severed his connection 
with that organization.
—The citizens of Worcester have or­
ganized an Anti-Tramp Association.
—Some men who are not the own­
ers of ten cent§ in cash are worth 
many thousands to a community, while 
others who have their tens of thou­
sands are not worth , ten cents to the 
same. A man’s, value in this world is 
not to be measured by his cash.—Phce­
nixville Messenger. All of which we 
heartily endorse.
—Mr. James Stoneback, proprietor 
of the Ironbridge Brick Yard, states 
elsewhere that the brick he is manufac­
turing are of superior quality and finish. 
Builders should make a note of this 
and send for prices..
—Our old. friend John Z. Gotwals, 
formerly of this place, now residing 
away down in Georgia, has something 
to say about his southern home in 
another column. Read his letter.
—David Keyser of near Black Rock, 
this township, was robbed of a lot of 
eggs, etc., a few nights ago. His 
dwelling was entered by false kej’S.
—Brother Robarts’ flying-all-around- 
imagination is still on the wing. I t 
halted for a moment or so, the other 
day, to survey the beauties of a horse 
chestnut tree, and the sight of the ver­
nal buds gave it renewed inspiration. 
By the way, Brother Robarts, we ob­
serve the word depot still engages your 
attention. Worcester defines depot as 
follows : “A building for the conveni­
ence of passengers [this does not refer 
to the Gollegeville depot] at a terminus 
or a stopping place on a railroad.” Now 
come down a peg or two, Brother; 
“The most polite and well-educated 
people,” to whom you refer, we will say 
nothing about. Ob no !
B. F. Duane, X. T. K., of Philadel­
phia, will give one of his humorous en­
tertainments in Friendship Hall, Rahn 
Station, on Saturday evening, May 9, 
for the benefit of the Ironbridge Cor­
net Band. In his original .“Ninety 
Minutes in Kweer Kompany” Mr. Du­
ane is a very entertaining character.
The German Baptist (Dunker) church 
at Mingo will hold its annual love feast 
on Saturday evening next.
The wife of Rev. Henry S. Roden- 
bougli, pastor of Lower Providence 
Presbyterian church, met wieh a seri­
ous accident Tuesday morning while 
engaged in house cleaning. She was 
washing a window at the head of a 
flight of stairs, and in stepping from 
the Bill to a chair, missed her footing 
and fell down stairs, cutting her head 
badly and breaking her arm.
E. Paiste, of the Collegeville Mills 
requests us to state that while the work 
incident to putting up the rollers is be­
ing done, the feed choppers will be 
kept in operation so that customers 
will experience no unusual delay in 
getting their grists ground. The im­
provement to the mill will be completed 
by the first of July. To secure needed 
room Mr. Paist is selling a good quality 
of bran at a reduced figure.
The members of the graduating class 
of ’85 of Ursinus College are about to 
issue cards of invitation. The design 
—originated in part by the class—and 
the excellent lithographic work, com­
bine in making a very handsome card. 
The avenue of the College is elegantly 
represented. The names of the gradu­
ates a re : Alvin J. Kern, Sallie Kulp, 
James B. May, Silas L. Messinger, Jos­
eph L. Murphy, Samuel H. Phillips, 
Oliver P. Schellhamer, Titus C. Stroek, 
Mary Weist.
Tuesday evening, last week, the 
young friends of Miss Lillie, eldest 
daughter of J . W. S. Gross of the Col­
legeville hotel, tendered her a surprise 
party in honor of the 14th anniversary 
of her birth. Miss Gross received sev­
eral floral tributes; also numerous other 
handsome and useful gifts. Conspicu­
ous among the many good things ob­
served on the well-laden festal board 
was a large iced cake hearing the word 
“Lillie.” After spending a few pleas­
ant hours the guests departed, wishing 
Miss Lillie many happy returns of the 
occasion.
Evangelist Geistweit.
W. H. Geistweit, an Evangelist, of 
Philadelphia, commenced a series of 
revival meetings in Trinity Christian 
church, this place, last Saturday eve­
ning, to continue on till Friday eve­
ning this week. The attendance on 
Sunday afternoon and evening was 
very large and much interest in the 
services was manifested on both occa­
sions. The evangelist is a young man 
of considerable energy and he readily 
conveys the impression to his hearers 
that he is heartily in earnest in his work. 
He expounds the Scriptures in rather an 
original manner and formulates his 
own theology, or Bibilical opinions, 
without reserve. The vocal music render­
ed by Mr. Geistweit is one of the agree­
able features of the meetings.
A. K. McClure.
A. K. McClure, editor of the Phila­
delphia Times, was in town Wednesday 
evening, last week, and lectured in 
Ursinus College Chapel in the presence 
of rather a laFge audience. Subject : 
“Personal Recollections of Abraham 
Lincoln.” Men of the McClure pat­
tern are, like poets, “born not made.” 
Mr. McClure is a power, physically and 
intellectually ; his presence commands 
admiration, and his ability in the line 
of oratory, which of course includes an 
almost perfect knowledge of words and 
how to use them, is simply enchanting. 
The lecturer related numerous thrilling 
incidents concerning Abraham Lincoln 
during the exciting days of his admin­
istration. Frequent and hearty applause 
by the audience furnished evidence that 
Mr. McClure’s lecture was well re­
ceived.
The largest shad that has been cap­
tured for a number of years in the up­
per waters of the Delaware was taken 
from the river last week, opposite Bris­
tol. I t  weighed nine pounds and 
measured seven and a half inches 
across the middle of the body. I t  was 
twenty-five inches long and three and a 
half inches thick. I t  sold for $5. 
Three shad were also caught by gillers 
the same time, opposite Camden, the 
aggregate weight of which was twenty- 
five pounds.—Doylestown Democrat.
From Our Trappe Correspondent.
An entertainment was given by the 
pupils of Bechtel’s school last Saturday 
evening. The school house was crowded. 
The exercises consisted of dialogues, 
tableaux, readings, declamations, &c. 
The program was lenghty and the per­
formers acted their parts well. The 
entertainment was also a success finan­
cially. Miss Allebach, who is a very 
successful teacher, deserves much praise 
for her untiring zeal in getting up the 
excellent program rendered.
Commencement Exercises of the
Schools of Lower Providence.
The third annual commencement of 
the Lower Providence Public Schools 
was held in the Lower Providence 
Baptist Church on Saturday evening 
May 2. The interest manifested by the 
community was so great that the spaci­
ous audience room and gallery were 
well filled at an early hour. Delightful 
music was rendered by the choir of the 
Baptist church led by Mr. John R. 
Thomas; and by the pupils of Cherry 
Tree School under the leadership of 
H. D. Kulp, of Perkiomen. R. J . Cas­
selberry, President of the School Board 
presided, and the exercises were highly 
appreciated by the audience and reflec­
ted much credit upon the class; and 
gave evidence of careful training on 
the part of the teachers under whose 
charge they had been placed. The ex­
ercises- opened with prayer by Rev. T. 
J. Siegfried, followed by the salutatory 
by Wm. Slotterer; Essay, “ What’s to 
be done,” by Louisa Hallman ; Essay: 
“Education,” Theodore Hiser; Essay: 
“School Days,” Minnie Casselberry ; 
Declamation : “Mabel Martin,” Lizzie 
Landes; Class History, Harriet Hall­
man, Oration : “ Personal Exertion,” by 
Frank Saylor; Essay: ‘Our Generation,’ 
by Mary Saylor; Class Prophecy, by 
Ella Bechtel ; Valedictory—Gradua­
tion, What next ?” by Cora R. Perry. 
County Superintendent Hoffecker de­
livered an address to the audience and, 
to the class, which was full of sound 
advice and practical good sense from 
beginning to end. „ The secretary of 
the board, S. O. Perry in presenting 
the diplomas to the graduating class 
made the following remarks which we 
give in full :
Graduates of the Public Schools of Power Pro­
vidence: You have been faithful in improving the 
advantages afforded you by our Schools. You 
have completed the course of study adopted by 
the board of directors, and passed successfully 
the ordeal of a searching examination by the 
county Superintendent, and on behalf of the 
board of directors I most cordially congratulate 
you. Intrusted by the citizens of our district 
with the management of its schools, we have 
watched your progress with the deepest interest. 
We have been amply compensated for our solici­
tude by the satisfactory manner in which you 
passed the examination, and the very creditable 
way you have just acquitted yourselves in these 
commencement exercises. I t  is my very pleasant 
duty in behalf of the board, to present to each 
one of you a diploma, which over the signatures 
of County Superintendent, board of directors 
and teachers, attests a certain amount of pro 
ficiency in the studies therein named. Permit 
me to say to you, it is the earnest desire of the 
school board, and doubtless of many other 
friends gathered here to-night, that the point so 
well and nobly reached, may not be regarded as 
the limit of your educational ambition. You 
have begun well, but go on, by all means go on. 
Do not seek a higher education merely as an end, 
but as a means, a helpful means whereby your 
life-work may be better performed, your range of 
influence widened, and your capacity for useful­
ness greatly enlarged. The diplomas you are 
about to receivee not only attest the attain­
ments you have, made in your studies, bu t they 
also set forth that each of you has maintained a 
good moral character. As you go forth to life’s 
duties you will find—perhaps have already found 
—that the world is full of evil. Can you pass
through its temptations unscathed 1 Can you 
maintain a good moral character in a world 
where there is so much wickedness ? In your 
own strength you cannot; but help comes from 
on high to those who seek it. In your time of 
weakness and trial look about for strength and 
deliverance. “Pear God, and keep His command­
ments, for this is the whole duty of man.”  Re­
member too, young friends that it pays to do 
right. Moral rectitude, and genuine uprightness 
are never at a discount in any market. But do 
right because it is right. God your Maker re­
quires it, religion enjoins it, and your best inter­
ests for this life will be advanced, rather than 
hindered by it. Be examples worthy of the imita 
tion of others and preserve unsullied the laurels 
you have already gained by good conduct and dili­
gent attention to your studies. In behalf of the 
board I now give you, your well-earned diplo­
mas, accompanied with our cordial wishes for 
your present happiness and future welfare.
Insurance Company Meeting.
Thé annual meeting of the members 
of the Perkiomen Valley Mutual Fire 
and Storm Insurance Company was 
held, at Perkiomen Bridge Hotel last 
Monday. The following members were 
elected Managers to serve for one year 
from May 4, 1885: George W» Steiner, 
Henry W. Kratz, David H. Rudy, D. 
Morgan Casselberr)’, John D. Saylor, 
Samuel E. Nyce, Henry R. Gable, John 
C. Boorse, John H. Longacre, Henry 
M. Ziegler, Abraham Longacre, Isaac 
H. Johnson, Henry A. Cole. The new 
Board of Managers organized by elect­
ing Geo. W. Steiner, Esq,, Président; 
H. W. Kratz, Esq., Secretary ; D. H. 
Rudy, Treasurer. The Company is in 
a very sound and prosperous condition. 
The insurance taken during last year 
amounted to over one million dollars ; 
no tax levied since November 1883. 
The total amount of insurance is at 




Fountain Inn, has 





A new wire fence adorns the front of 
Mrs. Gross’ tenement house in the up­
per part of town.
John I. Bradford, tinsmith and 
plumber, is kept very busy. He re­
moved, a week or two ago, to the shop 
opposite the one he formerly occu­
pied.
Farmers in the vicinity complain of 
the scarcity of hired help. A late sea­
son and a scarcity of help will tend to 
make wages higher.
J . S. Frederick will sell at public 
sale at Dorworth’s hotel to-day (Thurs­
day) a fine lot of fresh cows.
We copied last week, what Brother 
Johnson of the North Wales Record 
said of Phcenixville, and at the same 
time we urged Brother Robarts, of the 
Messenger to collar (journalistically) 
neighbor Johnson. Brother Robarts, 
in his last issue, took advantage of the 
proffered opportunity as follows:
“Well, Brother Moser, we haven’t a 
a great deal to say to Andrew Jackson 
Johnson of the North Wales Record,for 
his tilt at Phcenixville, for the simple 
but all sufficient reason that each 
allegation made is old and therefore 
stale. Phcenixville may be a little off 
morally, but when it comes down to 
simon-pure cussedness, such for in­
stance as murder, Montgomery county 
takes the rag. And while Brother An­
drew Jackson Johnson is quoting Scrip­
ture, be beg leave, Brother Moser, to 
call attention to one Annanias the 
champion liar, who died as he lived. 
Montgomery county shonld not have to 
write It in the history of the current 
centennial of her existence, that she 
had in the year of grace 1885, a deter, 
mined prototype of that ancient charac­
ter, the editor of a paper at North 
Wales. Will that do, Brother Moser?”
That will do very well. Now let’s 
hear from Brother Johnson.
New Rules.
At the last meeting of the 
Directors of the Poor, the 
amount of out-door relief that can be 
furnished by the Board to any one fam­
ily was fixed at three dollars per month. 
This amount has heretofore been four 
dollars a month. The motion for this 
purpose was made by Mr. Lowry and 
seconded by Mr. Clemens. Their 
motive for making the change is entirely 
on the score of economy as the system 
of out-door relief has grown to such 
enormous proportions during the de­
pression in business that it was neces­
sary either to diminish the allowance 
or increase largely the expenses of the 
institution. Mr. Shuler, the other mem­
ber of the Board, opposed the change 
and considers it impossible for the 
small amount of relief now given to 
accomplish any particular good. 
Another change has been made by the 
present Board which is quite an innova­
tion. Hitherto it has been the custom 
to divide the county into three districts 
upper, middle and lower, and to assign 
one of these to each Director, allowing 
him to do as he pleases in his own 
limits. A rule has been adopted which 
does away with this plan to some extent 
and permits nothing to be done except 
in cases of emergency without the con­
sent of a majority of the Board,thereby 
curtailing to a great extent the power 
of a director in his own district.
That Liquor Question.
The following is the correct solution 
which we take pleasure in placing be­
fore the public. The agent is employed 
by the town, has no interest with liquor, 
accounts for all he sells, and turns over 
to the town the stock on hand at the 
close of the year.




To cask upon assuming office 
“  “  for sales during the year 
By cash paid for stock 59.91
“ salary 25.00
“ balance due from agent to town 55.23
$140.14 $140.14 
T H E  TO W N  ACCOUNT STA ND S :
By cash advanced to agent
D B . C B .
32.17
“  stock oil hand 57.54
To ** “  “  at close of year 31.37
“ balance due from agent 55.23
“ Loss during the year 3.11
$89.71 $89.71
The town account is annexed to show 
that all the terms of the question are 
necessary to a complete solution of 
the same.
Mr. Benjamin, the senior member of 
the firm of N. H. Benjamin, & Co., of 
Phcenixville, has an elegant rifle with a 
telescope. He was out a few days ago 
with his rifle and shot at an eagle hov­
ering in the air. The rebound of the 
gun broke the telescope loose from the 
fastening, which flew back and struck 
him in the eye, from the effects of which 
he has been suffering the most excru­
ciating pain. He is under the care of 
Dr. N. Pennypacker. Mr. Benjamin 
met with an accident some years ago 
in which his neck was broken and the 
base of the skull fractured, and is only 
the second person on record who ever 
recovered from the breaking of the 
neck. This accident to his eye Mr 
Benjamin describes as being far more 
painful than the former.
The other day two men drove up to 
the hotel of L. L. Bechtel, at Limerick 
Centre, Montgomery county, and, after 
stopping awhile, traded horses with the 
landlord on his agreeing to give them $3 
boot money. In a day or two after­
wards a team was found without an 
owner at Bernhardt’s dam, at Reading, 
and inquiries proved the horse to be 
the one Mr. Bechtel had traded off, and 
it was returned to him. The one he 
had received in trade was found to be­
long to a Philadelphia livery keeper, 
and it was given to him on proving 
property. I t  had been hired by two 
young men who drove out into the 
country “on a drunk,” and the trade 
was made to raise a littife cash. Mr. 
Bechtel’s horse was brought back, 
pretty well used up, and he is out the 
$3 in cash.
The practice of jumping coal trains 
served another victim last .Tuesday 
evening. William Bush, a moulder at 
Floyd, Wells & Go’s stove works at 
Royersford, after finishing his work 
thought he would ride from the shop 
to Main street on a passing coal train. 
The train was moving slowly but for 
some cause after making several at­
tempts to board the cars missed his hold 
and fell. Exactly how he came to be 
killed is not known, but when reached 
by some who saw him fall, his neck 
wa9 broken and a deep gash in the top 
of his head. Death followed instantly.
e Improved Brick, e
—MANUFACTURED AT—
I R O N B R I D G E ,
I desire to Inform my patrons and the publle 
in general 'that I am now- prepared to make 
FIRST CLASS BRICK for building and paving 
purposes. I  formerly made bricks in double 
moulds, and the brick would come out rather 
rough. Single moulds are used now, and we are 
turning out as good a brick as any to be had in 
the county, if not the best, none excepted. Par­
ties wishing brick will find the prices for my 
stock to be as low as the lowest. Give me a call. 
I  deliver brick on the cars or with horse and 
wagon. Correspondence wiU receive prompt at­
tention.
JAMES STONEBACK,




COLLEGEVILLE, MONTG’Y CO., PA.
A full stock of HARNESS, lap-covers, blank­
ets, whips, and all goods pertaining to the busi­
ness always on hand. N E W  H ARNESS, of the 




F R E S H  COW S !
Will be sold at Public Sale, on MONDAY, 
MAY 11, 1885, at Perkiomen Bridge Hotel, 
ONE CAR
Load of Fresh Cows with calves, direct 
m York county. Good judgment was 
exercised in the selection of this stock, and it 
will be to the interest of purchasers to attend 
sale.' Sale to commence at 2 o’clock, p. m. 
Conditions by H. H. ALLEBACH.
J . G.Fetterolf.auct. I. H. Johnson, clerk.
P U B LIC  S A L E  OF
F R E S H  CO W S.
Will be sold at Public Sale on THURSDAY, 
MAY 7, ’85, at D o rw o rth H o te l, Trappe, 30 
Head of Fre9hCows, from Western Penn- 
JBhmBew-ylvania. These cows are heavy, well­
shaped, good baggers and extra milkers. Sale 
to commencet a 1 o’clock. Conditions by 
C. U. Bean, clerk. J . S. FREDERICK.
JpU B L IC  SALE OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY
F R E S H  COWS
Will be sold at public sale on THURSDAY, 
MAY 14, ’85, at Dorworth’s Hotel, Trappe, 20 
Head of Fresh Cows. These cows were careful­
ly selected in Franklin county, and they 
are just the kind to suit farmers and dairy- n'1<L 
men of this section. Also lot of fine Shoats. 
Sale a t 2 o’clock. Conditions by
A. H. RIEGNER.
[NOR SALE !
A lot of FINE SHQATS, 
90 pounds. Apply to 
apr.3U-3m.
weighing from 40 to 
A. G. GOTWALS, 
Yerkes Station, Pa.
T HE THOROUGHBRED TROT­TING STALLION
B L A C K  CLOUD,
Will be kept for service the present season on 
the premises of his owner, the undersigned, in 
Upper Providence township, half­
way between Phcenixville find Col-
_____ lege ville, from May 1st to  Septem-
tst, 1885. Black Cloud is a superior stallion, 
well-bred, finely built, sound and kind, has ex­
cellent style and movement, and in a private 
trial has trotted a mile in 2:82. For further par­
ticulars inquire of
apr-16-2m JOHN H. LONGACRE.
A T T H E
C O L L E G E V I L L E
—Agricultural Store—
Can be found all the latest and' most improved 
Agricultural Machinery, including
Hench’s Patent Cultivator,
A N D  D O U B IiE  R O W
CORN P L A N T E R
with Phosphate attachment—a machine that has 
given perfect satisfaction wherever sold. Call 
and see It or send for descriptive circular. Also 
the Champion Mower, Reaper and Cord Binders, 
greatly improved within the last year, it is now 
most perfect and the lightest machine: I t  can 
be seen on any day at Yost’s Agricultural Store. 
Also all Improved plows, Horse Rakes and all 
improved Farming Implements used. All ma­
chinery sold at lowest market prices.
GEORGE YOST,
Collegeville, Pa.
m o rs ' Reports for tie T on- 
slip of Upper Providence.
JOHN A. VANDERSLICE,.
1885, April 25, a c c o u n t , d b .
To balance from Supervisor David
Schwenk, $ 179.79
“ Amount of tax-duplicate, $1917.88
Ded’t  taxes not collect’ble, 10.59 1907.29
$2087.08
A c c o u n t ,  Cb .
By laboi*and material in part, 1513.13
“ Lumber bills, 137.12
“ Smlthwork, 19.27
“ Stone for culverts, 88.10
“ Sign boards <Scc., 2.50
“  Gravel, 5.80
“  Rep’ng dam at Keyser’s mill 5.00
“ New scraper for road ma’lne 22.75
“ Lawyer’s fees,cost of survey, 
witness fees and printing, on 
account of R. S. Crossing at 
GieenHill, 61.75 ‘
“  Copy of Assessment, 3.00
“ Bond & Oath of Office, 1.25
“ Labor Book, 5.00
“  To-day at Auditing, 2.00
“ 167 days as Supervisor,settling
tax and labor accounts, $334.00 $2150.67 
Balance due Supervisor John A.
Vanderslice, $63.59
JOHN D. SAYLOR,
1885, April 25, , account d b .
To Balance at Settlement April 19, ’84 35.31
“ Amount of tax duplicate, 1693.51 
“ To Taxes not collectable . 8.40 1690.11
$1725.42
a c c o u n t ,  c b .
By labor & material In part, 1233.30
“  Lumber bills, 97.50
“ Smithwork, 12.60
“ Nails & spikes, 7.00
“  Printing Statements for 1884, 5.00
“  Bond A Oath of Office, 1.25
“  Labor Book, 5.00
“ Duplicate tax books, 12.00
“ To-day at Audit 2.00
“ Auditors fees (8) 6.00
“  House expenses, 6.50
“ 157 days as Supervisor, and
settling tax and labor ace’s., 814.00 1702.15 
Balance In Supervisors Saylor’s 
hands, $23.27
Audited and reported by the undersigned 
Auditors of Upper Providence township, the 
twenty-fifth of April 1885.




WHAT YOU WANT AND WHAT YOU CAN BUY !
-IF  YOV
= H O R S E  P O W E R “
Be sure to examine ours before purchasing elsewhere. They aro built with first-class material 
and by skilled workmen. < No time or expense is saved to make them superior in every respect. 
Double-gear and direct-gear, One and Two Horse, Level and Straight Tread. Mounted if required.
----- I F  YOU W A N T A  GOOD—
=THRESHER A N D  SEPARAT0R=
You should buy the DW ARF, for the following reasons : I t  stands lower to the floor than any 
other make; has a wrought iron bar cylinder with steel teeth (every tooth that breaks is replaced 
free of charge) ; has a wrought Iron concave of peculiar construction which embodies thè only true 
principle for the changes necessary for different kinds of grain. I t  is patented by us ; no other ma­
chine can use it,and no other machine cau successfully compete with ours without this improvement. 
Therefore i f  you want the best buy the DW ARF. I t can be taken apart in three parts in a few 
minutes. I t  has the most perfect screen In use, owned solely by us. I t  is the lightest running 
Thresher made and Is guaranteed to clean all kinds of grain ready for the market.
—I F  YOU W A N T A  GOOD—
W IND PU M P
W E C A N  SE L L  YOU T H E
P E R K I N S ’
Which is the only perfect self-regulator in use.
We guarantee it to stand the storms. . All sizes.
Geared mills for grinding and all light work.
------------- :o:--------------
—DO YOU W A N T A—
CEDAR T A M ,
For any purpose ? We have a large stock of 
cedar lumber and manufacture any size to order.
We furnish all kinds of PIPING  for water, or 
steam, and do PLUM BING and STE AM  F IT ­
TING, In every branch.
—HAND PUMPS OF EVERY VARIETY.—
— I P  YOU W A N T  AN —
ARTESIAN WELL
Bored, give us a call. We have a first-class Drill i 
and Rigging to bore six and eight inch holes a{ 
thousand feet deep, if necessary. The common | 
idea has prevailed that artesian wells are expen­
sive, but if you will Inquire into the matter you I 
will find them far cheaper than the old method! 
of digging wells, besides they always ensure a I 
supply of pure water.
I f  you want a MOWER, REAPER, or BINDER, we have them to sell and you will get a good one 
because we have the BUCKEYE. Hay Tedders, Hay Rakes of three different kinds. We have for 
sale the SOUTH BEND PLOW, and the SUPERIOR GRAIN DRILL which far surpasses any other 
make.
----- WE MANUFACTURE ALL KINDS OF-----
MILL GEARING, SHAFTING, HANGERS, PULLEYS, O.C.
Give us a call and we will sell to you at the right figures, and guarantee all of our work.
HVC. O- ROBERTS,
• COLLiBGBYIIiLB, Montgomery Co., Pa.
PLANT .LOVERS, ATTENTION !




Estate of Ida M. Brunst, late of Upper Provi­
dence township, Montgomery county, deceased. 
Letters of Administration on the above Estate 
having been granted to the undersigned, all per­
sons indebted to said estate are requested to 
make immediate payment, and those having 
legal claims, to present the same withou delay 
to FRANK BRUNST, Administrator,
P. O. Address, Yerkes, Pa. 
Or his Attorney, F. G. Hobson,
may-7-6t. Norristown, Pa.
E LMER E. CONWAY.
BOOT and SHOEMAKER !
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
Good workmanship and good fit. guaranteed. 
Stitched work a specialty. Repairing done 
neatly and promptly. may-7-lyr.
Under Acker’s Building, 
Main, Norristown,
r p iE  POPULAR
DINING ROOMS,
Swede Street, near
H A R R Y  B. LO N G , Proprietor,
Is the place to go to get anything you may de­
sire in the eating line, prepared in the best style, 
at moderate cost. Fresh Oysters, the largest 
and best intown,doneupin every style. Remem­
ber the plaee and favor it with your patronage 
when In town.
Beet, Eclipse, new,
Cabbage, Early,—4 kinds 
'* Late,—in June,
Celery, 2 kinds,— “ “
“ New White Plume,
Cauliflower,—Snowball,trans­
planted, - - - 
Egg Plant, transplanted - 
Lettuce early,
Pepper, 2 kinds, - - -
Sweet Potato, Yellow,
Tomato, 5 kinds,transplanted,



















GREENHOUSE a n d  BEDDING PLANTS








Geranulms, 30 kinds, all sizes,
Begonias, 35 kinds, all sizes,
Roses, for Cemetery and Lawn planting very-
low, in bloom. Lilies, Clematis and other 
choice plants in quantity. An early 
call is requested, as finer plants 
can be secured.
SEEDS, BULB8, LAWN GRASS 8EED AND 
WHITE CLOVER for spring sowing, Lawn mow­
ers, $1 per Inch. Garden Implements, Galvan­
ized Wire Trellis for vines, 6cts. a foot, of 2 feet 
wide. Hanging Baskets, Wire Plant Stands and 
other articles.
All orders by mail and those left with the Col­
legeville bakers and the Boyertown mail carrier 
will receive prompt attention and be delivered 
on their routes free of charge.
Respectfully,
HORACE RIMBY,
Seedsman and Florist, 
COLLEGEVILLE GREENHOUSES.
I I L L I I E R Y
—AND—
—: I 0T I 0I S !
I am pleased to inform my friends and patrons 
that 1 will open the
Spring and Summer
Trade with a more extensive stock of M ILLI­
N E R Y  GOODS than heretofore, and have added 




&c., &c., always on hand. Orders for Mourning 
Goods promptly filled, STAMPING  in all it,» 
branches: Fancy needle work taught and made 
to order. Goods at city prices. ’ I  thank my 




A PRIZE,.Send six cents for postage, and re­ceive free, a costly box of goods 
which will help all, of either sex, to more money 
right away than anything else in this world. For. 
tunes await the workers absolutely sure. At 
once address T r u k  & Co., Augusta, Maine.
►ERKIOMEN BRIDGE HOTEL !
H. NI. ALDERFER, Prop’r.
This old established public house and summer 
resort has changed, owners, and the new proprie­
tor desires to Inform the public that he intends 
to fully maintain the good reputation of the 
same. Ample accommodations for the traveling 
public. The bar is supplied with the best wines 
and liquors. apr-16-3m.
FOR SALE
Spar-Spring Falling Top Carriage—new. Fall­
ing Top Carriage, ' nearly new; in good order. 
Light Farm AVagon, for one or two horses. Will 
be sold cheap. Apply to
J . G. DETWILER,
UppeF Providence Square, MontgCo., Pa.
T W. ROYER, M. D-,
Practising Physician*
TRAPPE, PA,
Office at his residence, nearly opposite Masonic 
Hall.
I . Y. WEBER, M. D.,
Practising Physician*
EVANSBU RG , PA 
Office Honrs:—8 to 10, a. m. 2 to 4, p, m. 7 to 9 
p. m. _ _ _ _ _
T H. HAMER, M. D.
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
S' . .  ) TUI 9 a. in. 12 to 2 p. m.
Office H ours: |  After 6 p .m .
SSfSpecial attention given to diseases of the 
eye aud ear. Free clinic every Thursday morn­
ing from 8 to 13 for eye and ear diseases.
J)R . B. F. PLACE,
D E N T I S T ! !
36 E. Airy Street, (opposite Veranda House) 
NORRISTOWN. Branch Office: COLLEGE- 
yiL L E , Mondays and Tuesdays.
P  G. HOBSON,
Attorney-at-Law,
Cor.MAIN and SW ED E Streett, Norri»to«m,ra.
Can he seen every evening at his residence in 
Freeland.
^  D. FETTEROLF,
Justice of the Peace
CONVEYANCER and General Business agent. 
Will clerk sales at reasonable rates,
C O L L E G E V IL L E  Pa.
Regular office days:—Monday and Thursday of 
each week; also every evening. .
J OHN H. CASSELBERRY.
mile north öf Trappe.)
Surveyor and Conveyancer
Sales clerked; sale bills prepared. Orders by 
mail will receive prompt attention.
Nov8-6m. P. O. Address : Limerick Square.
Q H. DETWILER.
Surveyor and Conveyancer
Also L EV E LIN G  and GRADING.
IRON BRIDGE, P. O.
Rahn Station, Montg. County, Pa. Sepl81yr.
J  P. KOONS,
Practical Slater I !
R A H N S S T A T IO N  Pa.
Dealer in every quality of Roofling, Flag­
ging, and Ornamental Slates. Send for estima­
tes, and prices.
TT H. ELLIS
Carpenter and Builder I !
G R A T E R 'S  FO R D , PA,
Estimates made for work and cdntracts taken. 





Orders promptly attended to. Can do any kind 
of work in the line of painting, graining, and 
paper-hanging, satisfactorily. Estimates cheer­
fully furnished upon application.
JOHN MILLER,
T A I L O R .
TRAPPE, PA,
Suits cut and made to order in accordance with 
latest styles, or in any style that may be desired. 




Contractor for all kinds of Carpenter Work. 
No pains spared to give satisfaction.
J . G. T. MILLER.
CARPENTERand BUILDER*
TRAPPE PA.
Estimates for work furnished upon application, 
aud contracts taken. All orders will be attended 
to promptly. jan .l,’85,tf.
J  W. GOTWALS.
P A I N T E R  !
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.,





COLLEGEVILLE, MONTG’Y CO., PA.
A full stock of HARNESS , lap-covers, blank­
ets, whips, and all goods pertaining to the busi­
ness always on hand. N E W  H ARNESS, of the 






F e n to n  B r o s . ,
DRY GOODS !
Ve Extra heavy Canton Flannels ** 10 and 12 c. Muslins in all grades i t* from 5 to 13 c. per yard. Rem­ *
nants, calicoes from 5 to  15 yds. ** only 5 c. yd. An elegent all wool *it black cashmere 57 c. worth 75.* Beautiful pattern of Turkey Red te
table Linen only 4oc. formerly 62c. Vi* Large stock of comfortables from* $1.00 to $1.75. Pure Lambs wool #* bed BLANKETS only $4.65 per ** pair. Horse Blankets, from 75c. *
* to $3. “ Knock’em down” quilting *
* cotton best in the market only 16c. te
* lb. full weight. Ladies stylish felt Ve
« skirts only 50c. satin quitted skirts
* only $1. Full line of Ladles and
* Gents underwear from 2oe. up, all *
* wool red, medicated, reduced to Ve
# $1.25. Big drive In men’s seamless Ve
* half hose 2 pair for only 25c. ac­ *
* tually worth 20c. per pair. Ladies Ve
all wool hose, in solid colors, on­ #
Ve ly 31c. per pair. Attractive lot of *
* Ladles and Gents all linen hand­ *
Ve kerchiefs with borders, from 10 to *
* 80c. Job lot of Fringed Huek *
* Towels, all .linen, only 25c. per *
* pair. Cloths and casslmeres in *
* latest styles. Full assortment of -X-
Ve Latest City styles in Stiff Hats. #
* Great variety of HATS & CAPS. *
G R O C E R I E S  !
* Best Granulated sugar, 7c. lb. it
i t Best Table Syrup, flavored, only *
i t 55c. per gal., pure sugar syrup i t
i t for baking, 40c. per gal. New it
i t crop N. O., Molasses, 75c. per gal. it
i t Pure White Wine Vinegar, 24c. i t
* per gal. Extra large Mackcral, it
* 14c. per lb. Baker’s and Winslow’s i t
Ve CORN, 2 cans 25c. Soused mack­ i t
i t erel, 25c. a can. Salmon, best 15c. *
* can. Pure honey in jelly cups, i t
* . only 15c. Extra fine evaporated i t
it peaches, 18c. per lb. Large sacks it
i t of Liverpool ground salt, only $1. i t
i t We make a specialty of Sapho i t
i t Safety Oil, only 18c. per gal.'. Gi­ i t
i t rard, Allentown, and Lucas ready i t
1* mixed PAINTS at lowest figures. #
B o o t s  a n d  S h o e s
We have a large stock of Freed’s men’s boot 
and shoes. Boys boots, Freed’s make, only $1.95. 
Mens boots, only $2.45. Children’s shoes, Freeds, 
$1.25. Bargain In men’s Slippers, $1.12. We 
make a specialty of Ladles fine dress shoes. An 
elegant assortment of Rubber Goods a t rock bot­
tom prices. Large selected stock of Queens and 
Glass ware, Wood and Willow ware, beautiful 
patterns of floor and table Oil Cloths, and latest 
styles of wall paper and borders at extremely 
low prices. Our stock of Hardware, Drugs, and 
Window glass is complete. An elegant double 
barrel English twist gun, only $12, Horse power 








The different Philadelphia Sunday papers will 
be delivered to those wishing to purchase along 







Inquirer, per month, 50 cents.
Ledger, “ “ 50 4 *
North American, per month, 25 “
Press, per month, 50 “
Record,44 “ 25 ■u
Times, “ 41 50 44
Weekly Press, $1 per year. Orders taken for all 
Philadelphia and New York papers, magazines, 
Fashion monthlies and quarterlies, comic papers, 
Ac. Now is the time to hand in your orders.
Papers mailed to any part of the United States 
a t publishers’ prices.
Henry Y ost, Newsdealer*
COLLEGEVILLE, PA,
!!! SOLD OUT !!!
Either in bulk or a t retail, because 
I am going to  retire from business 
by reason of failing health. I  want 
a purchaser for the whole business, 
bu t in the interval will sell at retail
AT PRICES
TO SUIT!






That will pay everybody to attend.
A. A. YEAKLE,
Old Stone Store, Corner Dekalb 
and Main Streets, Norristown.
IANOSp i i
Tuned. Pianos, organs, and all other musi­
cal instruments repaired in a satisfactory manner. 
Also Teacher of music.
FREDERICK LEITSCH,
Grater’s Ford, Pa.
1YE WANT 10C0 moro BOOK AGENTS
for the grandest and  fustrd  selling book ever published,
DUS FAMOUS WOMEN
This is an entirely new and original work, ju st published.aud 
is  the  jo int produeiu-n of !i() oT our gr< a  test living authors. 
including KUzabrtk i v  irt Vh- Hose Terry Cooke. Harriet 
Prescott Spoffortl. M  iriutf- Jlarlantf. M ary A- Livermore. 
H arriet Beecher S'oiee, ' Louise Chandler Moulton, Mary 
Clcrrucr, Lucy Lorcom. and I I  other well known author*. 
These t w e n t y  distinguished writer* here five  fo r  the  f irs t, 
time, the complete history of the Lives and Deeds of 8 0  
fam ous American women, most of whom are now  living, 
whose lives have neier before been written, and  they tell 
hoi7 ttfby have won their way from  olwcUrity to  fam e and 
plorv.^ For Thrilling Interest, Rom antic Story, Spicy Humor, 
«■ml Tv'cder Fatho*. this grand book is w ithout a  peer. The 
Lhr'*tam  s*y* , “ 2 'his s/’ten d id  book certainly is one.
o f  ths very best «net ri-pirest snh*cr!j-t ion-books ice have ever 
**»*»♦. I t  is splendidly illustrated with lull-page engravings, 
besides m any sxlpcrb portraits fro m  special photographs.
A C E N T 3  W A N T E D  I
A G E N T * ! This ir-and book is now out-selling all other*
? ■;» to 1. Ministers, Editors, Critics, etc., unqualifiedly en­
dorse it and wish i t  Godspeed. W e have many lady agent* 
v. bo hav s sold over 2 0 0  in their respective townships. W e 
w ant a  few «rood » ren ts- men or women—in this vicinity at 
once. W e give Hjtfrti Terms, aud pay freight. Now is the 
t  u s  to m akem onoy. 0^A*Onr Circulars, giving Special Terms, 
Hjttruris, etc., gent free. Correstxmdence invited. Address 
A. J>. W O i :  i ’J! LNGTO:$ A  CO ., H a r tf o r d ,  Coni».
Agriculture and Science.
ROAD-MAKING.
WHAT THEY SAY OF ROADS IN CONNEC­
TICUT.-—REFERENCE TO THE FAMOUS 
PICTURE BY OUR TOWNSMAN, A.
G. RICHMOND.
As the intelligence and enterprise of 
a'community are largely measured by 
the state of its public highways,, and 
as all work which can be done by the 
aid of machinery can lie better and 
more cheaply done, it becomes quite as 
important that every community should | 
have a good road machine, as that J 
they should possess a mower or reaper; 
for the experience of the past few years 
has fully proven that there is no de­
partment in which machinery can be 
more profitably employed than in build­
ing and repairing the public highway. 
In the most thrifty and progressive 
townships you find the best roads and 
the best tools to repair them with. 
Compare this with townships where the 
old highway district system still pre­
vails ; in such you will find poor roads 
and/ constant grumbling the taxes are 
“ worked (?) out” with plow, scoop,; 
shovel and hoe as is well illustrated in 
th'e American Agriculturist, November 
number, 1881. This is no overdrawn 
picture. Every reader will call to 
mind instances in his knowledge to 
prove its truth.
The remedy for all this evil lies in 
the raising of a money tax and its ju ­
dicious expenditure, getting the right 
men to perform the work, and giving 
them the proper implements to per-; 
form the work with. I t  is difficult in 
these daj's of progress to hire men 
to work with a will in these slow, old, 
tiresome ways which our grandfathers 
did, nor would it be more profitable if 
we could. The .abandonment of this 
old system has in the Eastern States 
and probably will in other localities, 
deprive some old men and small boys, 
with their light hoes, of receiving full 
day wages, which they could not ex­
pect to earn elsewhere ; but in road re­
pair, the thing sought is the greatest 
good to the greatest number, or the 
most work for the least money. To 
this end, let the roads be put in the 
proper form to be cheaply, and easily 
maintained, i. e., rounded up in the 
centre with a gentle but perceptible 
and continuous slope of the gutters. 
To accomplish this on some neglected 
roads, the centre of which is the lowest 
part, will require the moving of a 
quantity of earth, but there are now 
machines which will do it for one- 
fourth of what it would have cost 
years ago. The Road Machine will 
accomplish the work rapidly, without 
plow or other implement, in spring 
when the ground is loose, and when it 
will pack down quickly and wear well 
through the season, and when once 
brought into shape, it is very cheaply 
maintained by applj’ing the same rem­
edy in lighter doses ; once each spring 
is sufficient if thoroughly done clear 
the gutters well and plane the should­
ers sufficiently to give a comfortable 
arch to the road bed.
Some recommend ‘“a frequent use 
of kcraper during the season,” but I 
prefer.one thorough dressing in spring 
to three in the fall. Painting over the 
road with a half-inch coating of ma­
terial, does not, in my opinion, amount 
to much, for the reason that it is not 
body enough to pack well nor to hold 
a pebble.
Do not neglect, but appty the treat­
ment every spring, for by so doing you- 
prevent the growth of brush and grass 
sod, and insure a rounded road bed 
which will turn the water, and smooth, 
hard shoulders, instead of loosened and 
uneven ones, as obtained by the old 
process of plowing and scraping. Let­
ting roads remain flat or even hollow­
ing, is very poor economy, and putting 
on just enough material to make a 
mud-hole is still poorer ; yet that is 
about the amount that can be afforded 
by the old process.
PRUNING ORCHARDS.
There has been much said and writ­
ten about fruit raising and the care of 
orchards. Having had nineteen sea­
sons of experience in pruning and en­
grafting fruit trees, especially apples, 
pear, plum, and cherries, I have learned 
something every year and still tiiere is 
more to learn. I have read all works 
on the fruit tree that were accessible to 
me, and still find new thoughts ad­
vanced every year as to pruning. Some 
advocate one time of year and some 
another. I have pruned orchards from 
early fall till the next July and could 
not see the difference, as the work was 
all well done, the great trouble being 
in getting experienced workmen to do 
the work. More orchards are spoiled 
by inexperienced workmen, or in other 
words, botches, than all the good that 
is'ever done by them. If  farmers were 
as considerate with their orchards as 
they are with their other business, and 
and only employ first-class workmen, 
they would soon see the difference and 
quit their old ways of having the hired 
men chop through the orchard with an 
old dull ax and dull hand done on the 
odd and wet davs when a man should
have some chance to rest. The great 
trouble arises here with farmers: If 
an 'experienced man wants a job so 
that he can make mechanic’s wages, 
they want him to work for a dollar a 
day, and will tell you that they can 
get Mr. A. or B. for that wages, men 
that never, perhaps pruned one hun­
dred trees in their lives. Still he will 
hold them in equal value with experi­
enced workmen. As well place a com­
mon wood chopper beside Mr. Mat­
thews, the architect, to build a block 
in your city, on equal footing.
I have • seen orchards pruned that 
were worse oil' after the work was done 
than before, as there would be a few 
limbs cut out of the middle of the tree 
and the restie t go, calling it pruned, 
and still the limbs would be as thick at 
the -ends, or where the fruit is pro­
duced, as before they were pruned.
Engrafting should be done in the 
spring, any time till the first of June 
I have had just as good success up to 
the tenth of June as at any time. I will 
refer to one orchard as an example of 
our work, the orchard formerly 
owned by Mr. Joshua Douglass, On 
State road, about one mile east of 
Meadville, which orchard we put into 
shape. When we took it it was as bad 
a looking orchard as'it Well could be. 
It is now both attractive and productive.
One word as regards the starting of 
orchards. They are generally double 
cropped to once manuring, whiOh 
would ruin any crop, which is not a 
good practice.
You may at some future day hear 
from me about kinds of fruit thafare 
profitable to raise and kinds of manure 
that are adapted to growing trees.
L. A. Sn^ ier.
Woodcock, Penna., April 18.
Sheep and wool will continue to be 
raised even at~ present prices ; but we 
fear that, without an advance, it will 
be a losing business, especially to that 
large class of shepherds who depend 
more upon high prices than upon the 
merits of their flocks for remuneration. 
Under present conditions the flock own­
er’s living must depend entirely upon 
the excellence of his flock, as scrawny 
four-pound merinos will no longer yield 
a surplus over their keep under any 
circumstances. Congress does not seem 
inclined to do anything whatever, and 
the flockmaster’s only remedy is to 
depend upon himself and the improve­
ment of his stock. There are flocks in 
many a neighborhood which clip an 
average of eight to ten pounds of clear 
brook-washed wool, and such are pro­
fitable even now. Then we ask it that 
the farmer who wishes to raise wool in 
preference to turning his attention to 
anything else must,, if lie desires it to 
be profitable, bring his flock, if it be 
of Merino blood, up toward his maxi­
mum.— National Stockman.
T HE “EHREN CH IEF.”
My stallion ?*Ehren Chief*’ will stand for ser­
vice at my stables at Limerick Square, Mont­
gomery county, Pa., from APRIL 5th until 
OCTOBER 5th, 1885, except on 
Thursday of each week when he 
will stand at the stables of N. B. 
Fryer’s~lyiansion House, Pottsgrove township. 
TERMS—$15 to insure a living colt. Persons 
disposing of their mares before foaling will be 
held responsible. I. T. MILLER.
m j
A. A. BLIZZARD
The United States (government Census Volume 
just published, speaks of the “ REMARKABLE 
SUCCESS*’ attending our “ UNIQUE AND UN­
TIRING EFFORTS^” in pushing the American 
Agriculturist. I t began the current year with a 
larger subscription list than at any corresponding 
period in twelve years. The able corps of edi­
tors, who have made the American Agriculturist 
a welcome visitor to thousands of American 
homes for a«quarter of a century, are now bend­
ing, all their energies to make the Journal, if 
possible, more interesting aud valuable than ever 
to our readers. And you may forthwith con­
clude that it
Is Sweeping
over Pennsylvania, where it already has so many 
subscribers and friends, to quadruple its circula­
tion. For who will fail to embrace this unpar­
alleled  O F F E R  ?
A family cyclopaedia fr 'ee.—Any person i 
subscribing to the American Agriculturist (Eng­
lish or German) for 1885, who$e subscription is 
promptly forwarded to us, together with the sub­
scription price, $1.50 per year, and 15 cents extra 
for packing and postage on the Cyclopaedia — 
making $1.65 in all—will receive the American 
Agriculturist for 1885, and be presented with the 
A M ER IC A N  A G R IC U LTU R IST  FA M ILY  CYCLOPAEDIA, 
just out, 700-pages* 1,000 engravings.
two months free .—Every new subscriber 
(and only new ones), who promptly forwards 
his subscription in accordance with these condi­
tions, can have his years subscription date from 
march, 1885, receivingjree the numbers of the 
American Agricnlturistfor January and February.
Two magnificent engravings free—Every 
such subscriber will also be presented, post-paid, 
with the magnificent plate Engravings “ In the 
Meadow,”  and “ Foes or Friends,”  of which over 
eighty thousand have been sent for by our sub­
scribers.
Cy clopedia , engravings, and a dictionary 
free .—To any one promptly forwarding us the 
name of a new subscriber to the American Agri­
culturist with $2.00; wo will send Websters Prac­
tical Dictionary, just out, (500,000 words, 1,400 
illustrations, while to the new subscriber we will 
send the American Agriculturist for 1885, and 
also the Family Cyclopaedia, post-free. Further­
more, on receipt of fifteen cents extra, (making 
$2.15 cents in all) in this case for packing and 
postage in this case, we will forward the two en­
gravings, ‘In the Meadow,’ and ‘Foes or Friends’ 
to the sender of the subscription, or to the sub­
scriber himsesf, as we mry be directed.
Send six cents (stamps), for mailing y o u  spec­
imen copy American Agriculturist, an elegant 
forty-page Premium List, with 200 Illustrations, 
and specimen pages and descriptions of our Cy­
clopaedia, Dictionary, and magnificent engravings 
presented to every subscriber. Address
Publishers AMEE10AN AGRICULTURIST,
DAVID W .JUDD.Pm. SAM'L BURNHAM,Sec.
731 Broadway, NewYork.
T O f l l i Cure Guaranteed ! fbv DR. j ;  B. MAYER, the 
successful specialist. E ase a t once. No opera, 
tion or delay from  bueinee». Tested by hundreds 
of cures. Send for circular. Advice Free.
Harness Emporium,
Upper Providence Square Pa.,
JOHN G. EETIILEB Proprietor.
[Successor to Jos. G. Gotwals]
The undersigned takes pleasure in announc­
ing to the public that he is prepared to, fill all 
orders for Harness at short notice and a t reason­
able prices. GOOD MATERIAL and WORK­
MANSHIP. A full stock of 




All kinds of Harness Oil, and a supply of all 
kinds of goods pertaining to the business. 
Repairing done in the best manner. Satisfac­
tion guaranteed to all.
In  addition to the above, a full stock of Lubri­
cating and Machine Oils, Coal and Headlight 













One of the best Local. Family and General 
newspapers published. Now Is the time to 
subscribe.




The undersigned hereby informs his patrons 
and the, public in general, that he is now loca­
ted at
G R A T E R ’S FO R D ,
Where he is better prepared than ever to offer 
great bargains in NEW and SECOND-HAND
F U R N IT U R E  !
Old hard wood furniture taken in exchange 
for new. Repairing promptly attended to. I 








Visits Collegeville, Trappe, and vicinity on Tues­
day, Thursday and Saturday mornings of each 
week. Thankful to the public for past favors he 




C O L L E G E Y I L L E
F A R R I A G E w O R K S  !
Special Bargains in Jump-Seat, Brewster Side- 
Bar and Limken Side-Bar





C A R P E T  W E A V E R ,
CO LLEG EVILLE HOTEL, 
(Formerly Beard House.)
Rag Carpet woven to order in any style desired. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Good Rag Carpet for 
sale at reasonable prices.
Yerkes Station Mills.
TRAPPE, PA.,
Attends to laying out the dead, shroud-making
&c.
Patent P ro w  S tra w , 
a i l  Fancy Family Flour,
Manufactured from the best wheat by the most 
Improved Facilities.
Quality Guaranteed. Lowest Market Prices.







t& ~LO W E ST CASH PRICES.
Good, clear Wheat received at all times.
J. H. LA ND ES.
J . H . K R O Ü T ,
CIGAR MANUFACTURER
-T R A P P E , P A -
MANUFACTURER AND WHOLESALE AND 
RETAIL DEALER IN
C I G A R S ' ^
ffiSSfCIGARETTES,
Chewing and Smoking Tobacco, pipes &c., 
All orders Promptly filled at the lowest prices.
M A G N ETIC  CURE !
Dr. HII.L is the-first man to discover the philo­
sophical principle that all nervous pains, aches, 
and debility should be treated directly from the 
“ brain battery,” from whence emanate all ner­
vous force and will power. All other forms of 
treatment for nervous disorders are failures. 
Every person who suffers from nervousness knows 
this, and that medicines only palliate, but never 
cure. These appliances are magnetic, and differ 
from all others on the market which are electric. 
Magnetism is the life of man. Their curative 
qualities are wonderful in all nervous complaints. 
The Roman, physicians practiced magnetic treat­
ment 1000 years ago in nervous diseases. But 
did not treat from the “brain battery.”  Dr.HILL 
has made this great discovery, the only sure cure 
for nervous Headaches, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, 
Liver and Kidney Complaints, Paralysis, Gout 
Spinal weakness, Dyspepsia, Constipation, Cold 
Limbs and Feet,and General Debility,Miraculous- 
cures noted every day. The Magnetic Brush lifts 
nails, and the only article of the kind invented. 
I t is the greatest curative agent known and used 
in a “ brush bath” imparts tone replenishes the 
debilitated system, and creates warmth. In chron­
ic cases our Magnetic Bands, Belts and Pads 
should be used. The brushes are warrented to 
do the work, or the money refunded. Send for 
circular and testimonials. By giving description 
of nervous trouble, we will give advice and di 
rections how to use our appliances. HILL 
MEDICAL MAGNETIC APPLIANCE COM­
PANY, Lock Box 05, Washington, D. C.
IF YOU WANT THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 
MACHINES GO TO
H EE B N E R  & SONS,
L A N SD A L E , Montg. Go., Penna
The Oldest Agricultural Works in Penna.
f e t e ' s  Patent Level Treai
Horse Powers !
Are much the easiest for the horses, and have 
the only safe and reliable Speed Regulator „ever 
applied to horse powers,
H ee b n pr ’s L ittle  Gia nt  T hreshing  and 
Cleaning  Machine,
AND THRESHERS AND SHAKERS.
Also all the best Mowers, Reapers, Hay 
Rakes, &c.
All kinds of Iron and Brass Castings made to 
order.
Repairing done by competent workmen and at 
lowest prices.
Steam Engines, Boilers, and outfit« for Mills, 




C O L L E G E V IL L E , PA.
Dealers in
White and Yellow Pine, and Hemlock
LUM BER,
Various grades, dressed and undressed.
SH IN G LE S, split and sawed.
PIC K ET S, CEDAR AND C H E ST N U T  
R A ILS.
L eh i g h  and Schuylki l l
GOAL. - - COAL.
F L O U R ,
Corn, Bran, Middlings,
OATS, L IN S E E D  M E A L ,
AND CAKE MEiAL.
Shoemaker’s Phosphate, and others. Harrison’s 
Town and Country Paint,—second to none in 
the market. Also Harrison’s Rough and Ready 
Paint,—a cheap durable paint for barns and 
fencing.
----- : C A L L  A T T H E  :------
Y erta  Grain, Flour, M &  Coal Depot.




Com Meal* Bran* Middlings, 
.Linseed Meal* Sugar«corn Feed*
HOM INY F E E D  M EA L,
M A L T  SPRO U TS, &c.
Having the latest most improved and conven­
ient facilities for handling feed with the laeast 
possible cost. I am enabled to defy competition 
in the sale of all kinds of feed and grain, will 
not be undersold by anyone. t3F* Also a large 
and well selected' stock of the best L E H IG H  
and SCHU YLKILL COAL.
A. C. L A N D E S .
0 A D IE S !
The Fall Styles are now out in Frizzes, Combs, 
&c. We have a  large stock on hand. Plenty of 
good and cheap Switches. Nets and pins of 
every description. Combings made up and hair 
bought. E. M. AUGE*
10 E. Main Street, Norristown. Fa
HEALTH RESTORING PILLS.
■\YillftidtheLI ver to perform its  proper functions.
W ill assist nature to throw oil a il Impurities.
W ill save you m any aches und sleepless nights.
W ill save yon large doctors’ bills.
W ill cure Dysnepsia, Liver Complaint, H ead­
ache, Pimples, Blotches, and all diseases arising 
from a  tor »id Liver and im purq blood. These Pills 
are strictly  vegetable, and produce a  natural 
evacuation of the  bowels w ithout pain, nausea, or 
costiveness, effects which follow the  use o f most 
o ther purges. One trial will convince you th a t 
they  will do all th a t is claimed for them .
P R IC E , 25 C EN TS.
fj^HB POPULAR
DINING ROOMS,
Under Acker’» Building, Swede Street, near 
Main, Norristown,
H A R R Y  B. LO N G , Proprietor,
Is the place to go to get anything you may de­
sire in the eating line, prepared in the best sty le,» 
at moderate cost. Fresh Oysters,. the largest 
and best in town, done up in every style. Remem­
ber the place ana favor it with your patronage 
when in town.
